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“Animals and Insects in Kochi”

Kochi isblessed with an abundance of nature and awarm dimate, meaning that avariety of animasand insectslive here. Of course, most animads
are harmless, but there aremore than afew insects that will shock you. In this edition, we will tdl you about some of these unusud bugs and suggest
some placeswhere you can enjoy watching or even touching these cregtured

Weird and Scary Insects in Kochi  BY MATT DOUGLAS

What they don’t tel you beforeyou arrivein Kochi isthat it happensto be the home of aplethora of cregpy-cranties ssamingly from out of this
world! Let’stakealook at just three of them.

Geji-geji

With 15 pairs of legs, severd feders which
are longer then its body, and a floating-gyle of
locomation, this mug be Kochi’'s mog
unpleasant bug. Being nocturnd, you will often
seethem in your headlightsasthey scuttle avay
jugt like the ‘Makkurokurosuke' from

Mukade
Much more dangaous are mukade —
centipedes. Much  larger than wha mogt
fordgners are usad to, Japanee mukade are
poisonous, and are known to atack humans
with thar painful ging. Apparently, you can kill
them with green teg!

Suzumega

Literdly ‘Sparow Math’, thisinsect looks
and adtsjud like ahummingbird. Itswingsflap
0 fagt you cannat see them as they flit from
flower toflower.

Miayazaki Hayao’'sanime.

Geji-geji

Let’s find cattle in Kochi  BYTOsHIko IMOTO

In Kochi, there are many places where you can see cattle One of the
most famous is “Tengu-kogen highland” in Tauno Town and ancther is
“Onaro-en Park” which isa ‘wefarefarn’ located in Koda, Kochi City.

Tengu-kogen highland is located at the eest end of the Shikoku kargt
thet is one of the biggest kards in Jgpan. The area has beautiful scenery,
fresh ar, and views of cattle grazing in the padure with green grass
swvaying in the breeze, making it aredly rdaxing place The highland is
somdimesicy in winter and if the snow isdesp, it becomesa ki run—the
only place where you can enjoy skiing in Kochi. Tengu-kogen highland
a0 has a campground with accommodation fadilities that will make your
vidt even marerdaxing.

Onaro-en Pak islocated neer Kochi City Centre. The park has many
domedticated animals induding cattle pestured in alargefidd, and various
hirds such as beautiful peacocks. There are picnic gpats and many kinds of
wooden playground eguipment, meking it idedl for families

Mukade

Suzumega

Monkey Park By SHIMAMATSUI
In Otauki town, in the west pat of the prefecture, is Kochi’s anly
monkey park, where you can fesd wild monkeys (walk about 1km toward
the Odoyama obsarvation point from Kannoniwa on the walking trail).
About 200 monkeys live there and vistors can fead them. Some of them
aen’t araid of humans 0 you can fead them by hand. But be aware thet
they are ill wild animas In aring, endearing baby monkeys show up
and will entetan vistors. Also the 500 cherry blossom tress in the park
are fantadic in sring. Vigtors can drive into the park by car but naughty
monkeys may play with your antennaand windshield wiper, so watch out!
Open9:.00 16:.00
Clased Mondaysand every 2™ and 4" Friday
Fez 200yen feeindudes feed

Where horses are waiting for you BYTAISUKE MATSUO

Let me introduce two places where you can see harses in Kochi. One is the Kochi Racdtrack. Indde the ractrack grounds are Chibikko Park,
Chibikko Land, and Chibikko Farm where people can have agood time with ther family. Of course, on race days you can watch thehorses run, but on
non-race days you may fredy walk around the grounds and, with a group-booking, even megt thehorsesin person! Entry is free on non-race days On
race days, entry for aduitsis 100yen, and children arefree (must be accompanied by an adult). Why nat go have alodk at horsesracing? Inquiries 088-
841-5123

The seoond place is MRC Horseback Riding Club, located on the pesk of Washio Mountain in thewest of Kochi City. It commandsan impressive
view of thedty. Riding outside surrounded by such a beautiful environment is one of thisdub’s mgjor charms. There are d o night lessons S0 you can
learn to ride while looking over the lights of the dty! MRC accepts everyone, from beginners to experienced riders Trid lessons are available for
2007yen. Inquiries. 088-840-0165
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Wanpark Kochi & Noichi Zoological Park

BY SUSUMU YOSHIDA

There are two fadilities dasdfied as zoos in Kochi. One is Wanpark
Kochi and the ather is Noichi Zodogica Park. Why nat visit them with
your children thissummer?
Wanpark Kochi is a zodogicd garden near Minami High Schod in
Kochi City that has an amusement perk and aso exhibits about 80 gpedies
of animals. Free entry isone of the attractions of thisfadility. You will have
a gret time in the summer hedt, as thare is a place for kids to golash
around inweter.

Hours 9:00-17:00

Closad: every Wednesday (thefollowing day in case of hdidays) and

December 28th to January 1%

Access 10 minswalk from Sanbashidori 5 chometramcar gop
Noichi Zoological Park islocated in Kanan City (former Noichi Town)
with an exhibition of around 110 kinds of animas You will like this
fadlity becauseit isfreefor children under 18.

Hours 9:30-17:00 (Entrance: until 16:00)

Closad every Monday (thefallowing day in case of hdidays) and

December 27th to January 1%
Entrance fee: 450 yen (children under 18 yearsald freg)
Access. 20 minswalk from Noichi Station on the Gomen-Nahari Line

Hello, WHALE! BYETSUKO SOEDA

“A big spouting fish issvimminginmy big pond.” So say thelyricsof
afamous Y OSAKOl-bushi song. Kochi redly isfamousfor whaes
Summer and fdl arethe best seasonsto ssewhdes. Therearemany good
whaewatching gpats, especidly in western Kochi, So many tourigsvist
every yedr.

Depending on weather and tide, you may be ableto see perm whales
ove 10minlength, and smale “blackfish” whades. You arequitelikdy to
seedalphins Onceyou leave port in your smdl fishing boet, friendly
ddphinsare sureto wd come you. It isimpossbleto comprenend the
excdtement of encountering ahugewhdein theblue degp without seeing it
for yoursdf,

Information about WhaeWatching:

Kochi Prefecture Sightseeing and Convention Assodiation

TEL: 088-823-1434

http:/Aww.attaka.or.j p/feature/’2005ta kan/wha eindex.htm

Aguariums in Kochi By susumu YOSHIDA

If you want to know about marine life in Kochi, pleese vist the
Ashizuri Kaiyokan in Tasashimizu City, which houses about 150 pecies
of marine cregtures that are naive to Kochi. The Katsurahama Aquarium
in Kochi City provides popular shows performed by sea lions and
ddphins
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TEL 088-823-1434
http.//www.attaka.or jp/feature/2005/taikan/whale/indexhtm
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Ashizuri Kaiyokan KatsurahamaAquarium

Hours 8:00-18:00 (April —August) 8:30-17:30
9:00-17:00(September—March)

Closed | 3rd Thursday in December No halidays

4 8 800 1800 830 1730
9 3 900 1700

Fee 700 yen for adults 1100yen for aduits, 600yen
Freefor children under 18 for SHS and HS qudents
500yen for PS gsudents
300yen for kids aged 3 and
over

12 3

700 1100
18 500

300

Access | 15 hous by hbus from | 30 minsby busfrom Kochi
NakamuraSa Sa

30

Tonbo (Dragonfly) Nature Park By susumu YOSHIDA

For dragonfly fans the Tonbo Nature Park mugt be paradise, with 74
gedies of dragonflies on display throughout the year. The park boads
flowers for every ssason, and has a beautiful pond. The Shimanto River
Gakuyukan, on the same dte, exhibits areatures living in and around the
river.
Information about the Shimanto River Gakuyukan

Hours 9:00-17:00

Closad: every Monday (thefdlowing day in case of hdlidays)

Fez 840yen (aduits), 420yen (Sudents of HS and SHS), 310yen (PS
gudentsand kidsaged 4 and over)

Access G off theloca Nakamuramachi busat the Tonbo Koen stop.

900 1700

840 420 4 310




Events and others

Special Collaborative Exhibition "140th Anniversary of
the Assassination of Sakamoto Ryoma and Nakaoka
Shintaro — A Sacrifice Demanded by the Era?
DateUntil Tue28" Augus  Hours 9am-5pm (Last entry 4:30pm)
The Nakaoka Shintaro musaum is only open urtil 4:30pm.
Location
Kochi Prefecturd Musaum of Higtory
(1099-1 Yahata Oko-cho, Nankoku City)
The Sekamato RyomaMemoarid Musaum
(830 Shiroyama, Urado, Kachi City)
The Nakaoka Shintero Musaum
(140 Kashiwagi, Kitagawa-mura, Aki-gun)
and  ae open everyday during the event, and  is dosed on
T
Thisyear marksthe 140" anniversary of the assassination of Nakaoka
Shintaro and Sskamoato Ryoma in Kyato. This spedd exhibition brings
together three of Kochi’s main museums to commemorate this event.
Inquiries Kochi Prefectural Museum of History TEL : 088-862-2211

Shimanto Taisho ‘Ayu’ Festival

This fediva is locdly run by townspeople, fegturing the fish ‘ayu’ —
oneof thenatural blessing provided by the Shimanto River. So comeadong
and experience ddectable Ayu-basad cuisne Flus you can’t miss the
nearby demongration of traditiond fishing methods — induding fishing
with flaming torched
Date Sun 19" August
Pace Riverbank under the New Taisho Bridge
(Takaoka-gun, Shimanto-town Taisho)
Access

1.5hrsby expressway and nationd routes 56 and 381 from Kochi City.
Inquiries. Shimanto Town Taisho Office,
Dividon of Industry and Congruction TEL : 0880-27-0113

Expat Column No.9
BY BRIAN LOTTINO from USA, Kochi City ex- CIR

Farewell Fair Kochi

Asdichéasitis | have anathe ““l wanted to go to the big dity, but I’m
gad| gat snthae’ gory.  In my caseit was the Kobe-Osskaareathat |
wantedtogoto a fird. When | firg heard | was going to Kochi, | was
nat upset because | thought it was dose enough that | could go there
whenever | wanted.  Of course, the redlity of the 8 hour ¥10000 return
bus ride quickly squdched any such hope  Before coming to Kochi |
asked my Jgpaneefriendsabout it, and the responsewas dwaysthe same:
“Itsinthemiddleof nowhere  Katsuo-taaki isgood.  They havelots of
nature Suff.”  Yet when | looked in the brochure | recaived, | saw things
like Pop. 330,000, and pictures of a goramling dity. | didn’t undergand
how a dty with a population of 330,000 could be consdered “inaka”
Now | undedand fully. People tha ae nat from Kochi cal Kochi
“inakd” as atease or an inault, and people from Kochi acoept it as such.
But | dont think that is necessary.  Trug, Kochi is nat the mogt
convenient dity in Japan, but being whereit is has kept it from destruction.
Kochi has some of the best food, drinking water, air quality, ocean scenery;,
waeafdls rivers, forests, and sadlite idands in Japan. Maybe nat 0
much because these fegtures are particularly beautiful compared to ather
regions in Japan, but because they are largdy untouched by the defiling
hands of litterers and trampling fegt of mass touriam. | am very glad |
came to Kochi firg for this reeson. | have my own place to excgpe to
whenever | want to take a bresk from thehectic dty.  If you are curious
about where | have been you can take alook a my online pictures at
www.flickr.com/phatostensawombat (Kochi-ken s&t). So will | miss
Kochi? Probaldy nat. But only because I’ be back.

Locations where Tosa Wave magazines are available

Sation of Foregn Regidration of each municipdlity, Immigration Office,
Prefecturd  Library, Prefecturd Museum, Budoukan, Kochi Cadle
Hirome Ichiba, Tourig Information in Kochi Sation and Kochi Airport,
Nonna(ltdian Restaurant), Nakgjimacho Cathalic Church, Macou’s Bagd
Café Karaoke Big Echo Centrd Park Brandh, Irish Pub, Love Jamaican
(Club), Cake(Bar), S-rutu(Club)
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(Kochi—ken set).
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