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“Japanese Election System”

Therearemany thingsthat foreignersfind drangethat are naturd for Japanese people. The Japanese dection system isoneof them. Don’t you fed
that this year has saen an espeddly large number of dections? And there are even maore yet to come The prefectura assambly dection in sring, the
Upper House dection in summer, the gubernatarid dection in autumn, etc are examples. In this edition we will introduce you to the Jgpanese dection
sysem and summarise our exdusiveinterview with the governor of Kochi, Daijiro Hashimoto.

What Kinds of Elections Are Held in Japan?

(And Why Are There So Many?)  BYTOMOYUKI KATTO

Japan isapaliamentary democratic county, S0 assembly memberswho make
lavsand heads of locd governmentsare dected by ditizens | would liketo outline
thedections of Japan.

1 National elections

Lower Housededtion — Thisdedtionishdd after termination of aterm (dyears)
or itsdissolution (Artide 69 of the Condtitution dipulatesthat if the Lower House
passss anon-confidenceresal ution, or rejects a confidence resolution, the Cabinet
shdl resign en masse, unlessthe Lower Houseis dissolved within 10days) Witha
comhination of Sngle-seat condtituendiesand proportiona representation, 480 sedts
arecontested. From Kochi, atatd of 3 membersaredected.

Uppe Housedettion — Thetemis6years (242 seets), but hdf the membearsare
up for dection every threeyears From Kochi, atotd of 2 membersare dected.
2 Local elections

Electionsfor headsof loca governments - Prefecturd governars, dity mayors,
ward heads, and villageheedsare dected by ditizens Ther tamsare4 years After
termination of aterm or thar resignation, an dectionished.

Election of locdl assembly members — Loca assambly members (prefecturd, city,
ward, town, and village assemblies) ared 0 dected by dtizens Thar temsared o

dyears. Bdllat Box

The Seven Wonders of Election Campaigning in Japan BY SUSUMU YOSHIDA

| hear from someforagnersthat they’ve found many mysterious thingsin the dection campaigning of this country. Here are seven of them.
1. Wooden natice boards with posters standing along the streets

During the dection campaign in Japan, colorful posters with the candidate’s name and picture show up on boards cdled Kaei Keiji Jo (public natice
Ste) that are erected on dreets around dties and towns. Pogting pogters on other public Stesis prohibited in prindple, and anyone who damages these
boards or vanddises the pogter can be punished by the Pubic Office Election Law.

2. Why do candidates wear white gloves?

Itisbdieved that candidates wear white glovesto present adean imageto vaters, aswhiterepresentstruth and sincerity. However, itisnot avidaion
of the Public Office Election Law to remain urtgloved. | only hope that pdlitidansremain as sguesky dean asthar whitegloved
3. Why do candidates campaign by standing on street corners, waving at passing cars?

This gyle of campaigning is amainday of Japanese palitics. Candidates seam to want to leave a good impresson and draw vaters’ atention by
waving a them on dreet corna's However, it’s doubtful how much impact this has, as pegple driving pest can hardly take their eyes off the road, et
donegainanimpression of ther pdicies
4. Why are house-to-house visits prohibited?

Canvassng door-to-door is prohibited by the Public Office Election Law in Jgpan. One reason for this is that it could fadlitate arimes such as
dectord hribery and influence-peddling. But some merits are aso pointed out - it causes less sound pollution and annoyance to the generd public then
dreet-dde campaigning, and it can give vaters the chanceto gain adegper understanding of the candidate’s palitica agenda
5. Campaigning through the internet

Electord adtivities on the internet, such as snding emails and updating palitica websites during the campaign, are restricted by the Pubic Office
Election Law in Japan. No such redtriction can be seen in mgjor deve oped countries uch asthe U.K. and the U.SA. There are more and mare people
cdling for limited permission to be granted for internet campaigning astheinternet i swidespread across the country.

6. Campaign Car

The dection campaign car is a common feeture of dections in Jgpan. The sight of candidates and thar supparters driving around with blaring
loudgpeskers haranguing locd resdentsis probally unigue to this country. This campaign Syleislargdy a result of the aforementioned prohibition on
bath house-to-house vidts and internet campaigning — Syles of dectionesring that aredlowed in most ather countries.

7. Hereditary politicians

Hereditary handing doan of work from parent to child isnat such an unusua phenomenon, but palitica hereditary has unique characterigtics. Second
and third generation pdliticians benefit from inheiting the three “bans” from their forebears. These are jiban (supporter groups), kanban (name
recognition) and kaban (campaign finance). Heredity candidates run for office with more advantages then entirdy fresh candidates. One negative effect
of pditica heredity isthat talented patentid candidateswho do nat boast an impressive lavmaker’s pedigree are discouraged from running.
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Franchise  BYKEIKOSATO

Franchise is the right to partidpete in pdlitics; the right to vate and the
digibility torun for office

In Jgpan, the right to vate was given in 1889 to men over 25 who had
paid tax of more than 15 yen. Subsequently, the taxpayer reguirament was
gradudly rdaxed and universal mae suffrage came into force for those over
25 in 1925. Findly, universa suffrage for men and women was granted to
those over 20in 1945 - the sysem that il operatestothisday.

Therearetwo kinds of dectionsin Japan. They arendtiond dections and
locd dections. Theright to vote is given to those over 20 for both nationd
and locd dections. To be digibleto run for officein the House of Coundilors
(Upper House of the nationd parliament) or as a Prefecturd Governar, you
mus be over 30. To be digible to run for dffice in the House of
Represntatives (Lower House of the nationd perliament) or asamember of
prefecturd, dity, town or village assemblies, you must be over 25.

In Japen, theright to vate is only given to Japanese nationds. Theright to
vate is nat given to fordgners Theeis an argument that this right to vate
should be extended to permanant residents and those who have resded here
for asubgtantid period of time. However, the path to redisation of this god
will belong.

Outline of Representative Political Parties in

Japan  BYSUSUMU YOSHIDA

Let meintroduce you to the nine paitica partieswith at lease one st in
the Diet. (Current asof September 14, 2007)

1. Jiyaminshute -Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

Formed in 1955, the LDP is the top ruling perty in the Lower House
(Shagi-in). The president of the LDP conventiondly becomes prime minier.
Thisisbecausethe LDPhashdd power astheruling bloc at dl timessinceits
egtablishment except for a mere 25 years in the era of the presdency of
Yohd Kano, whoistheonly president of the party who didn’t become PM.

2. Kameita - New Komeito (NK)

The NK forms aruling codition with the LDP. The heed of the NK is
Akihiro Ota, amember of the Lower House. Soka Gakkai, a nemy-formed
sect of Buddhism, isthemain power base of the perty.

3. Minshuto - Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ)

The DPJ is the leading paty in the Upper House (Sengi-in), and the
second-most dominant following the LDPin the Lower House The president
of theDPJis|chiro Ozawa, amember of the Lower House
4. Nihonkyasanto — Japanese Communist Party (JCP)

The JCPwasformed in 1922 and the chairman of the party isKazuo Shii,
amembe of the Lower House The JCPislarger than any communist party
in exigencein ather indudtridized capitdis netions.

5. Shakaiminshuto — Social Democratic Party (SDP)

Like JCR the SDP is a suppater of the curret Conditution and
espedidly Artide 9, which renounces theright to wage war. Theheed of the
party isMizuho Fukushima, afemae member of the Upper House The SDP
boags ahigher proportion of femae Diet membersthan ather parties.

6. Kokuminshinta — The People’s New Party (PNP)

As areault of theinternd feud within the LDP over the privatization of
Japan podd savices Dig members Tamisuke Watanuki, Shizuka Kame
and athersleft the LDPto sat up the PNPin 2005,

7. Shintonippon — New Party Nippon (NPN)

The NPN was formed in 2005 by Diet members who opposed postal
privatizetion. They |ft the LDP and formed the NPN with ather supporters
Theheed of the party isan Upper House member Yasuo Tanaka, ex-governar
of Nagano Pref.,

8. Shintadaichi — New Party DAICHI (NPD)

Organized in 2005, the NPD is aregiond party whose power baseisin
Hokkaido. The head of the party is Muneo Suzuki, a member of the Lower
House,

9. Sazo — Political group of OKINAWA revolution

The pdlitical group Sozo was established in 2005 and is aregiond party
which is based in Okinawa Pref. The head of the party isthe Lower House
member Mikio Shimaji.
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Interview with Governor Hashimoto

Governor Hashimoto
believes that as more and more
foreigners live here and pay
taxes, we should be given some
say in how our money is spent.

The governor would also
like foreigners living in Kochi to
communicate with his
government. If you have any
issues or problems living here,
he would like to know about
them so that he can make Kochi
an even more attractive place
for foreigners to live.
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ewer: Matt Douglas

Intervi .
Daijiro Hashimato, Governor of Kochi Prefecture, ansverstheinterview in the governor’sroom.

I have a confession to make | am the one who is responsible for TosalWave

convincing the Tosa Wave team thet this edition should focus on
Japanese palitics. It is the revenge of someone frudrated in his many
attempts to talk about pdlitics at izakayas and enkais. So often, dll this
does is bring awkward giggles, tegth-sucking, and a swift change of
topic to the much more pressing issue of my skills at widding
chopdticks. So it was something of a rare pleasure to spend an hour
talking palitics with the Governor of Kochi, aman whaose knowledge
of the subject is encyclopedic. As governor for 16 years, and the
brather of a former PM, he was the idedl man to hdp darify some
issues us fore gnersfind perplexing about Japanese palitics.

Why do changes of government hardly ever occur in Japan?

The Liberd Democretic Party hasruled Japan snce WWII for dll
but a short hiatus in the early 90s. Governor Hashimaoto bdieves the
reason for this impressive winning streek is thet the LDP is such a
broad church. It is made up of so many factions, that diversity within
the party is dmost as much as the difference between American
Democrats and Republicans. Evenif the exterior packegeremainsthe
same the pdlicies of one LDP government may be S0 different from
its predecessor that, in effect, you can cal it a change of government.
To dfect such changes in many of our home countries would require
a shift of party. But in Japan, al you need do is switch faction to
achieveasmilar result.

So why does the party stick together?

The answe, says Governor Hashimato, lies in the Japanese
proverb — If you want shade Sit under abig tree Asthebiggest sngle
party, the LDP providesits members with pdlitical shdlter. It doles out
money to regions, and holds out the possbility your idess may be
implemented one day. Even if you disagree with the current ruling
bloc, your faction may one day jockey to a prominent position. Hope
for future power kegps mutiny at aminimum.




What about politics in Kochi?
Wheress the national government is a parliamentary cabinet
sysem, prefecturad systems are presidentid. However, Japanese
governors are nowhere near as poweful as thosein America, and
areforced to negatiate with the nationa government in Tokyo. Asa
smplified example, if Kochi wereto attempt to attract business by
unilateraly lowering company tax, the federd government may
respond by saying ‘If you have that much spare cash, then we will
cut the amount of revenue dlocated to Kochi’. Governors are
largdly |eft to rearrangethe deck chairs, rather than stear the ship.

So what about the seeming lack of political interest
amongst the population?

The voter turnout for some dections is as low as the 30s.
Governor Hashimoto attributes this to a dedine in indudtrid and
agricultura organisations that usad to encourage people to turn out
to vate In the past, such groups would mobilise many people that
hed no innete interest in politics Many, he says, wrongly think
politicsisal about divvying up money to interest groups, and have
no interest in such activities. It seems thet paliticd apathy is more
the rulethan the exception.

Lastly, | asked Governor Hashimoto about the
participation of foreigners in Japanese politics.

His view isthat as more and more foreigners live here and pay
taxes, we should be given some say in how our money is spat. He
was the fird governor to abdish the Jgpanese nationdity
requirement to become a prefecturd public servant. He dso would
like to see a resolution of the issue of Chinese and Koreen
‘nationds’ living in Japan, and permission granted to the family of
Japanese nationals who moved to South America to return to
Japan. Findly, the governor would like fordgners living in Kochi
to communicate with his government. If you have any issues or
problems living here, he would like to know about them so that he
can make Kochi an even more attractive place for foregne's to
live

In Summary

Japanese poalitics, on sacond thought, is probably no more
inscrutable than that of any other netion. It catainly has its
problems, and ssems dow to change But my singlelargest hapeis
thet the Japanese public engages with a system that is, after all,
meant for them. Ther nation faces many issues — a declining
population, a shifting geopalitical environment, sodid inegudity in
the face of economic recovery — and Japan can only bendfit from
more citizens debating these things over afew bears.

* Datataken from: http:/Amww.senkyo.janjan.jp/index.html

http.//www.senkyojanjan.jp/index.html




Events and others

Calling for Submissions for Film Festival!

TheGenki Sanenkai isproud to presant the second annua Chobitto
JARAN Video and Side Fetiva! Weneed your submissiand All you
need isto capture some agpect of Kachi on film or phato, and compileit
intoa3.5 minutework of art. Lagt year submissonsranged froman
introduction to Kochi drinking culture, to adideshow about the local
environment. Sdected entrieswill be shown et thefegtival on Dec 8, tobe
hedinagorgeouskabuki thestre opened in Akaoka earlier thisyesr. It will
be an academy-show style event, with food and drink available.

Deadline for Submissions: 19 November
Theme: Jgpan through aKochi lens
Submissions: In DVD formet totheKIA
Inquiries: chobitto,japan@gmail.com

International Exchange Forum 2007

On the 13th and 14th of October (Sat. & Sun.), & Sdé in Ashi
machi, Kochi dity, KIA will be halding the ‘Internationdl Exchange Forum
2007, an event devated to international cooperation. The opening day will
indude a charity sde of exhibited arts and crafts from Indonesa On the
second day, we will have a 9dl exhibiting and sdling aaft items from
Indonesia, Laos and Guatemda, as wl as rooms devated to Tunisan,
Indonesian and Philippine cuisine Also, there will be an opportunity to
experience Japan’s tea culture. Entry is free but please bring any usd
postage samps ar postcards you do not nesd with you.
Inquiries. KIA (Td: 088-875-0022 Email: kia@mb.inforyoma.or.jp)

Planned Exhibition — "Tales of Excavation in Tosa — The
History of Tosa Excavation’
Date: St 6" October 2007 — Sun 25" November 2007
Time 9am-5pm (Lagt entry 4:30pm)
Race Kochi Prefecturad Museum of Higtory, 1099-1 Yahata, Oko-cho,
Nankoku City
Closad: Open every day during theexhibition
Details This exhibition displays phatographs and artifacts that were
unearthed during excavations. These artifacts date from between
the Edo period and the time when full-scale officid excavations
beganin 1979.
Fez 450yen (360yen p.p. for groups over 20)
Inquiries. Kochi Prefectura Museum of Higtory
PH: 088-862-2211
Email: rekimin@kochi-bunkazadan.or.jp

Analogue TV broadcasts to stop on July 24, 2011.

Have you heard the word Chidgji? It refers to digitd teredrid
tdevison broadcagting which firg garted in the Kanto, Chukyo and Kinki
regions in December 2003, and was extended to Kochi Prefecture lag
October. In four years by July 24 2011, digitd TV broadcagts will
completely replace andogue broadcagts. At that time conventiond
andoguetdevisonswill nat be ableto view digitd broadcagts Theend of
and ogue broadcadting has been decided by the Radio Law in 2001 andit’s
timeto gart preparing for the switch from andogueto digitd TV now.

For moreinformation in English, pleeserefer to the fdlowing webste

http:/Aww.dpa.or.jp/englidhindex.html

Locations where Tosa Wave magazines are available

Sation of Foregn Regidration of each municipdlity, Immigration Office,
Prefecturd  Library, Prefecturd Museum, Budoukan, Kochi Cadle
Hirome Ichiba, Tourig Information in Kochi Sation and Kochi Airport,
Nonna(ltdian Restaurant), Nakgjimacho Cathalic Church, Macou’s Bagd
Café Karaoke Big Echo Centrd Park Brandh, Irish Pub, Love Jamaican
(Club), Cake(Bar), S-rutu(Club)
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