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Thisedition festures dl thethings and placesin Kochi that the gaff and valuntears here at Tosa Wave think areworth boadting about. Some of the
reederswill agreewith ther views, atherswill nat, but perhgps yourll find out something new and interesting about our wonderful prefecture.

Kochi’s Hidden Village BY MATT DOUGLAS

Thanks to amalgametions, there are now even more great places within Kochi’s dity limits. One of
theseisformer Tosayamavillage A dosefriend of minelivesin aconverted farmhouseinthetown, and
0| havethe pleasure of visiting thearea 2 or 3 times a month. Despite being only 30minsfromthe aty,
it'sasif you've entered a different world! Whether | St by the headwaters of the Kagami river reading,
or spend hours soeking in the Tosayama Auberge onsen, | am aways refreshed by the trip. 1’ve been
particularly impressed by the active community around the Nakagawa area. Facing up to a dedining
population, they plan various events and try to revitdize their town. Dediding thet the town needed a
hatd, they convinced a company to st up the Tosayama Auberge hotd. The farmers of the area have
aso got together to promote arganic agriculture Locals aso get together to put on the friendliest
fedivas | have experienced, induding the Higan-bana Fesitva, the Frefly Fedivd and the O-bon
Fedivd. It seems to me that Tosayama has presarved something thet the rest of Japan has forgaoiten.
Why nat vist when you get the chance?

Three things for which I’m proud of Kochi sy susumu YosHIDA

Kochi is a paradise for sake drinkers

It is often said that Kochi iswel known for its sake (Jgpanese ricewing) production and consumption, and people outsde think Kochi people are
heavy drinkers. When | lived in Tokyo, people often teased me by saying “you mugt drink alat because you arefrom Kochi””! | tried to kegp up with the
reputation and & fird tried to drink alot. After awhile people recognized thet | was nat abig drinker and that such a stereotyped peroeption didn’t gpply
tome But indead it ssamsto methat many Kochi’sdtizensdrink alat.

Thereisacustom Henpai which means offering someone sakein return in Kochi, o people drink moreat aparty in Kochi than in ather prefectures.,
Even in a sdlemn wedding paty the Henpai dats a every st after a shat time In the Hata region, the western part of Kochi, there is a
“Hata-houshiki”” drinking style, where participants who arrive egrly to the party make atoast and begin to drink before the offidd dart time. By thetime
of thedffidd gat, morethan afew participantsaredready drunk and red in theface.

Thereisaso atraditiond drinking game, Hashiken, which is played with chopgticks in Kochi. The losar mugt drink as punishment, so thisgameis
aso areason for why peopledrink morehere

Meanwhile, for thase who don’t drink, drinking parties may be mare of a pain than anything d<e. If you pditdy dedine when someone asks you,
they will surdy stop pestering you to drink any more. Ingtead, I’m sureyou’ll be morethan satisfied by K ochi’sfresh and ddlicious sesfood.

Kochi has many types of fruit

Kochi produces some rare kinds of fruit that aren’t seen very often Konatsu, a dtrus fruit resambling a lemaon, is the main fruit of early
in other prefectures. Niitaka-nashi, which are harvested in autumn, are summer in Kochi. One characteritic of the fruit isthat you est them with the
pears dmog as hig as a baby’s head. Produced in goring, buntan (& white pith left on. Produced from winter to soring, ponkan, shaped like
dtrus Smilar to agrapefruit) arejuicy, Sweet and ddicious When Iwas  mandarin aranges, have adidtindt taste, and are svegt and ddlicious.
achild, | usad to est oneevery day, which may bewhy my skinisdill as Tomatoes are dassified as vegetables, but swedt fruit-like tomatoes are
smoath asever! produced in Kochi. Pleasetry oneif you have never egten one
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Kochi is a Baseball Kingdom

If you drink sakeand can play basahbd|, Kochi mugt be paradise Kochi isan active land of basebdl and has turned out many professiona bassodll
players. One of themis pitcher Kyuiji Fujikawa who now plays for the professond basgbd| team Hanshin Tigers. Kochi is dso sdected asatraining
camp by many professona basgbd| teams because of its mild dimate. Today some Koreen professond bassbdll teams dso hdd training campsin
Kochi.

Basshdll ispopular amongst boys of most ages, and business people play in the early morning. Even if you areavery busy person, you canplay inan
amateur basghbdl| leegue. In Kochi, you can beasaured of alivdy discussion about baseball with your coworkers.
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Warmhearted- Kochi People  BYETSUKO SOEDA

As you know, the tram is the main form of trangportation in Kochi
City. Thisgory isaheartwarming taethat happened in atram. | oftenride
atram without checking how much money isin my walet. One day, as|
triedto pay, | found | only had a10,000-yen natein my wallet. | asked the
driver to change my note, but he didn’t have enough change. So, heasked
passngers, “Anybody have change?” Then, al passengers took out ther
wadlets and checked for me. In the end, | managed to change my nate |
was redly grateful to the passangers who were o kind to a complete
grange. Kochi isfull of warmhearted people

My Recommendations in Kochi  BY TAISUKE MATSUO

Kochi isthe best placein Japan to enjoy driving and cyding. Theroads
of Kochi are nat o wide, but gpart from rush hour in downtown Kaochi,
traffic runs amoathly. Outside of the dty, you can eesily vist the seq,
mountains or rivers and get in touch with nature. Riding motorcydes or
carsaround Kochi isa great way to see the countryside. Let meintroduce
you to my favoritetouring coursesin Kochi.

Arakura tunnd - (Route 56) — Takaishi, Tosa-city - (prefecturd road
39) - Usa, Tosardity - (prefectura road 23& 14:Kuroshio line & Hanakaido)
- Kochi Ryoma Airpart - (Route 55) - Naichi, Konan-city - (prefectura
road 22:Ryugado) - Kochi University of Techndogy - (Routel95) - R
Kochi Saion

Aeon Mal Kochi - (prefecturd road 44:Godaisan tunnd) - Misato,
Kochi-dty - (prefecturd road 23& 14: Hanakaido & Kuroshioling) - Usa,
Tosadty - (prefecturd road 47:Yokonami-Kuroshio sky ling) - Uranouchi
Higashibun, Susski-city - (prefecturd road 23 & 47) - Takanosu, Tosadity
- (Route 56) - Takaoka, Tosadty - (prefectura road 38) - Hatten bridge -
(prefecturd road 39) - Harigi, Kochi-city

Kamimachi 2 chome, Kochi-city - (prefecturd road 270: Mizuki-zaka) -
Tosayama, Kochi-dity - (prefectura road 33:Shirakideni) - Kasanokawa,
Oko-town, Nankoku-city - (Route 32) - JR Kochi Sation

Kochi Queues  BYSHIMAMATSUI

Sanding in long lines and daing nathing but waiting for your turn &
restaurants and cafes is part of dally life in urben dties such as Tokyo. If
you plan to vist a trendy egtery in a big city without a resarvation, you
need to be prepared to gpend a long time gtting there irritated. You may
need to wait longer than the time it takes to ding But in Kochi, such a
fardcd dtudion is unheard of. That’s nat to say there are no good
restaurants or places where lines form, but rather it’s because people in
Kochi are nat willing to wait. If such drcumgtances arose, they would
chooseto go to anather placerather then gand in line They would planto
come back at aless busy time Asaresult, dining out in Kochi isdevoid of
irriteting lines which makes the whde expeience 0 much more
satisfying. For me thisisone of the best aspects of living herein Kochi.

Study Tosa-ben with us!

People in Kochi spesk Tosaben, which is different from standard
Japanese. Sarting in thisedition, we plan to introduce you to Tosarben ane
phrase & atime. We will focus on things that are used frequently and are
essy to remember. Remember what we teach you, and thelocas will love
youl!

Thisedition wewill tak about the Tosa-ben phrase “se-raren”.

“Se-raren” is the equivdent of “‘suruna” in fandard Jepanese, which
meansdon’t doit. “Se” isagrammatical form of “suru” which means do.
“Raren” represants prahibition in Tosaben. “Ya-raren” is a synonym of
“se-raren”.

Le ustakealook & an example sentence.

“Se-raren yuutani doushite shitaga?’ (Why did you doit? | told you
nat to!) In gandard Japanese we would say, “Suruna to ittanoni doushite
shitano?”

| remember an dd-time TV commerda narrating “Se-raren Se-raren
Yuutaro” (How many timeshave | told you nat to do thet?) Thisphraseis
usd even now as an expresson to admonish kids who don’t ligen to
someone Why don’t you useit in your schod teaching?
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Events and others

Chobitto JAPAN! Film and Slideshow Festival JAPAN
Thewdl-known GENKI Sdnenkai’s Tosarben musicd ishbut one of GENKI
the many events staged by theinternational community herein Kochi. The
|atest ingtallment isthe 2™ annual “Chabitto JAPAN! Film and Slideshow JAPAN
Festival’ that isto be hdld on December 8", Thefestival will bean JAPAN
academy awards-syleworld premierefor the arigind worksthat are basad
on thetheme ‘The Japan to befound in Kochi’. Thisyear’s submissons
range from thehilariousto thetouching, and will show you Kochi inanew
light. Our location isthedegant ‘Bentenza’, anemy opened Kabuki
theatrein Akaoka, Konan City. For thasewho arenat familiar with the
location, therewill be geisha-gui des waiting to accompany you from
Kochi gation tothetheatre Wewill beleaving on the 15:39train, so
please comedong with timeto spere. Food and drink will dsobeon sde
So dress up, and walk thered carpet to thisyear’sfilm fetival!
Date: Sat. December 8" 128
Time 16:30 Gates open. 17:00 Sart 16 30 17 00
Pace Bentenza Theetre, Akaoka, Konan City
Fee Free (Donations encouraged)
Inquiries. chohitto,japan@gmeail.com
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chobitto,japan@gmail.com

Expat Column
BY EUGENE CLIFF BAYENG from Philippines, Trainee
A Happy Lonely Experience

What a contradiction, don’t you think?\Well, here’smy gtory.

When | arived a Narita Airport, | was so happy that for the firg time
in my life, | sepped on a fordgn land. | was 0 exdted and a the same
time navous to mest with the Coundl of Locd Autharities for
Internationa Reations (CLAIR) gaff and co-trainess from around the
globe After athree-day activity in Tokyo, we were dispatched to the Jgpan
International Academy for Munidipdlities (JAM) in Otsu City, Shiga CLAR
Prefecture where we took our Japanese language dass Adde from it, we 3
had workshaps on life in Jpan, ec.,, Sudy tours of Shiga, Osska, and JAM
Kyato Prefectures, and everyday sports. Here, | was so happy that | had
gained friends of different nationditiesand cultures. After amonth and two
weeks of Japanese language dasses | came to Kochi Prefecture for my
fivemonth spedidized training. It’shere thet 1’ve discovered that Kochi is 1 2
84% mountainous and the largest prefecture in Shikoku. Kochi has many 5 84
fedivals and one of the mogt famous isthe Yosskol Fedtive thet | had the
opportunity of participating in. A whade day dance dong the Srestswas 0
tiresome but enjoyable and receiving amedd reieved thetiredness There
were paty invitations from Japanese friends too and my advice is that if
you do, you better have good dcoha endurance! Going to other placesin
Kochi was fun! Further, | tried some of Kochi’s ddicadies and spedidties
tool Katsuo-no-Tataki and Nabeyaki Ramen, to mention a few, ae
ddidous

Besides these happy and wonderful experiencesisthe londinessthét |
fed depite the presence of some friends | just don’t know... Before
coming to Japan, | thought the feding would be the same aswhen | had
my firgt job away from my parents and siblings (it wasn’t that much of a
big ded) but | think | waswrong. Maybeit’s because being away from my
own family for along periad for the very firg timeisadifferent Sory.

Locations where Tosa Wave magazines are available

Sation of Foregn Regidration of each municipdlity, Immigration Office,
Prefecturd  Library, Prefecturd Museum, Budoukan, Kochi Cadle
Hirome Ichiba, Tourig Information in Kochi Sation and Kochi Airport, | Tosawave
Nonna(ltdian Restaurant), Nakgjimacho Cathalic Church, Macou’s Bagd
Café Karaoke Big Echo Centrd Park Brandh, Irish Pub, Love Jamaican
(Club), Cake(Bar), S-rutu(Club)
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