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“Folk Tales of Kochi”

In Kochi there are many fak tdes, amilar to Grimnv’s Fairy Tdes, that have been handed down for generations A book titled “Kochi no
Mukashibanashi ”” cdllects some of them. This edition introduces you to seven staries from this book.

Enko SUMO - Daniel Bjsmstrém, Kochi City CIR

Thefrog-like turtle-likewater goblin known asthekappa festuresin fak taesfrom dl
ove Japan, induding Kochi, but here they are dso known asenko. Legend hasit thet one
of theseenko usad toinhabit the lyoki River south of Kubokawa.

Oneday, some children went to theriver and cdled, “Enko, enko, comeout! WE'll give
you cucumberd” Enko absolutdy love cucumbers so it came up out of the water. After
giving it some cucumber and eggplant, the children chdlenged the enko to a sumo
wrestling match. The enko was amdl — about the Sze of a 5-year-dd child — but usad its
quickness, dippeariness, and inaredible srength to eesily beat dl the children.

That night, the children discussed how they could beet the enko. One of the children,
cdled Yashichi, heard that enko can’t gand Buddha, and he came up with aplan. The next
morning, he took rice and teathat had been offered to Buddha, and had them for bregkfast
beforejoining hisfriendsat theriversde.

Once agan, the wiry enko beet dl the children. Findly, it was Yaghichi’s turn. They
began towrestle, but the smdl of the Buddha's offerings on Yashichi’s breeth overpowered
the enko, who jumped into the river, screaming, ““I hate Buddhal” Yashichi bragged to his
friends about hisdever plan, but ingtead of praisng him, they berated him for histrickery.

From that day on, the enko never returned, no matter how many cucumbers and
egoplantsthe children brought, and they were dl sad to have nobody towrestle

The Mountain Witch and the Rice Balls

A poor man named Saba once lived in what
is now Tsuno Town. Despite bang very poar,
every new-yesr he made sure he had enough
money to make rice bals for his children to est.
One day, as he and his wife were making the
mochi rice bals an dd woman with wild slver
hair burg into hishouse “Can | hdp you makethe
rice balls?’ she asked. Saibel was grateful for any
hep, and they finished in no time “Would you
like anything in reurn?’ asked Sabd. All the
woman wanted was to be alowed to come each
year tohdp maketherice bdls. Sabd agresd, and
the woman promised that Saba would be blessed
with hgppiness and progerity. Each year this
ritua continued, until Seibei became very rich.

Sorich, that he became arrogant, and decided heno longer wanted adirty old woman
to hdpmakehisricebals Sohelbrokethdr agreement, and madetherice balswithout
her. When shearived to hdp, sheflew into arage, and I eft, muttering “No morel”” Soon
after, Sabei logt Al hismoney and heand hisfamily became sick. Hehad incurred the
wrath of the mountain witch. — Matt Douglas, Kencho CIR

Abook “Kochi no Mukashibanashi”’

Shirikire Kannon - Genichi Kawada, TW volunteer

White-Ben, Black-Ben

There once lived aman named Shinjiro Nishiyamain
a Ylitary house at Gongendaba in the Yamada area of
Sukumo. Shinjiro liked hunting and had two dogs whose
nameswere White Ben and Black Ben respectivdy.

One day Shinjiro wanted to go hunting, so st off for
Ohded, the degpest part of the mountains where it was
dark even in the daytime. He st his dogs free and waited,
but there was no dgn of animas and the dogs couldnt
find anything. As Shinjiro waked back down the
mountain, he came across a huge pine tree that had fdlen
acrossthe path. When hesat on thetreeto smoke, thedogs
berked furioudy and hit the tree. He was surprised to see
blood running from the trunk. Heredlized it wasnat apine
treebut abig snekel

The dogs atacked the snake, but the sneke swallowed
White Ben whoe and squeszed Black Ben to death.
Shinjiro shat it with his rifle, but it had no efect on the
ske At lag he played hisace— heloaded a bullet within
which dwdt the god Hachimandaibosatsu. He shat the
ke and it died. The sneke’s blood flew into the Yokoze
River, which was dyed red for 3 days and 3 nights
Shinjiro brought back one of the snake’s scdes to prove
hekilled the sake. He showed the plate-sized scdeto his
neighbors.

That night, his house began to make a loud cresking
sound. He investigated and found a huge snake winding
itsdf around thehouse

“So you aredill dive?” Shinjiro exdaimed. The ke
replied “1 anthewife of thebig snakeyou killed. Giveme
back his scdle My hushend can’t die properly when you
have one of his scales as atrophy. Give it back to mel”
Shinjiro trembled vidently and returned it to her. The big
femae snake rdessad the house and went back to the
mountain.

Ever snce, you can hear the hirds cdling “Shiroben,
Kuroben” in the degpest part of the Yamada mountains It
is sad thet the two dogs' souls became hirds, and the
femd e snake went to Manno Pond in Kagawa Pref. with
he hudsend’sscde shiro=white, kuro=black

- Yukari Watanabe

Long long ago in asmdl village, awoman named Otera Baasan (the dld lady of the temple) died unexpectedly. Otera Baasan liked to visit temples
and could dways be seen praying to Amida Buddha, So she was buried dong with many Buddhigt invocation tablets That same day, a young man

named Hachi dso unexpectedly died.

Inthedfterlife, Hachi bumped into Otera Baasan who was carrying alarge bag filled with her Buddhigt tablets. He asked what wasin the bag, and she
ansvered that it was full of presentsfor the Judge of Hell. Hachi replied, “That must beredly heavy. Let me cary it for you.” Otera Baasan gratefully
acoepted. Hereplied “It’stheleadt | can do. Let metakeit for you”. Hachi took the bag, and rushed aheed of the Otera Baasan.

Hachi arived in front of the Judge of Hdl, and gave him the bag. The Judge was impressad that Hachi could have amassad so many Buddhist

invocation tabletsin hisshort life. So hetransformed Hachi into the Goddess Kannon.

Otera-Basan findly arrived out of bresth. The Judge went into aragewhen he saw that Otera Baasan had brought nat even one present, despite her od
age She desperady explained to him that she had asked Hachi to carry her bag, and begged for the Judge to check its contents Each tablet was

inscribed with theword ‘Otera’.

Thejudge was furious. “Unfargivalde. You can never decdive mel”” He ordered demonsto eat Hachi, but Hachi’s upper haf had dready become the
Goddess Kannnon — which they were nat permitted to egt. The demons therefore only ate Hachi’s body below the waist. Ever since, Hachi cameto be

known as Shirikire Kannon — the Kannon with asplit-buitt!






Demons in Futanajima -Susumu Yoshida for KIA

Onceupon atime, agroup of demonsgot together on Demon Idandin
the Satonaika Inland Sea. Their leader, Captain Red Demon dedided to
dage a srength contet, where each demon would lift up two massve
rocks to see who was the strongest. Each demon failed and gave up, but
one blue demon was successful. Seaing this Captain Red Demon was
worried thet the Blue Demon would take his position as cgptain. The
cgptain, warting to banish the Blue Demon from hisidand, ordered him to
carry the rocks to Kure in Tosa (present-day Kochi) where they could be
usd to stop hig waves from inundaing the village The Blue Demon
couldn’t refuse the captain’s humanitarian mission. He decided to cary the
rocksto thevillagewith hisson.

On theway to Kure, thetwo demons were foroed to wait for two days
due to dense fog on the passes in the Shikoku Mountains. They ran out of
food and were forced to continue without anything to est. When they
reached the beach of Kure the demon’s son couldn’t walk from hunger.
The Blue Deman left him on the shore, and carried the two heavy rocks
into the sea. The son desperatdly tried to fdlow him but nearly drowned.
The Blue Demon threw him badk to the beach 0 he would nat droan.
Usng up dl his grength, the Blue Demon sank into the ocean. The son
demon tearfully searched for hisfather but he couldn’t find him. Sadly, the
on turned into arock.

It issaid that the two rocks carried by the
Blue Demon ae Futangima, the Twin

Rocks dtuated in present-day Kure in F
Nakatosa Toan. The smdle rock near the #=“
two rocks is the son who turned into arock = ==s S

while yearning for his father. It is believed __

tha Kure Harbour is protected by the W >

sacrifice made by thesetwo demons.
Futanajima

The Witch in the Cauldron - shima Matsi for KIA

Once upon a time there was a man named Asakichi living in Yaau
Town. One day on awinter’s evening, as he made his way home with a
bunch of freshly-picked radishes srapped to the back of his horsg he
suddenly naticed that a witch with long, white shoulder-length har was
dinging tohisharsg’shindguarters

The witch groMed a Asakichi, “Give me aradish.”. Shivering with
fear, Asskichi threw her aradish. Thewitch atetheradish indantly. Again,
she groMed & him “Leave me dl the radishes” He threw he dl the
radishes he had, but the witch ate them ingantly. At lagt, she groned and
sadto Askichi, “Give me your harsg'sleg!”. Asskichi shivered with feer
and ran doan themountain, leaving hisharse behind.

He ran down the mountain for who knows how long, and findly came
across a house with a geaming light. He was rdieved: “Great! I'm sofe
now.” But to his congernaion, the house was that of the witd’s He
became s0 scared he could no longer move. As he was pacing around her
house, thewitch cameback home

Asthe witch entered her house, she mumbled to hersdf “If it doesn’t
rain tonight I’ll degp updtars but if it raing I’ll degp in the cauldron.”
Asakichi heard this and came up with agood idea. He snegked around to
the back of the house and dimbed up to theroof. He Sarted pesing on the
roof. The witch heard the splish-splash sound and thought it had garted to
rain, 0 she gat intothe cauldron, fdl adegp and garted to nore.

Asakichi quickly came down from the roof, went into the house, put
the lid on the cauldron, and weghed it down with alat of gones The
cauldron was dready in the fireplace, 0 he lit a fire with wood, and
cooked thewitch, whofindly died.

Temple Ghosts - Matt Douglas, Kencho CIR

Once upon atimein the west of Kochi was a sad village— hometo a
haunted temple. Oneday, amonk camewaking through thetoan, looking
for aplacetores. Thevillagerstold him of thetemple but warned him not
to go. However, the monk indsted, and went to the srange temple. That
evening, he was awoken by the sounds of severd ghodts. He crept over
and peered through a arack to see a Cydops, aharse skdeton, a 3-legged
chicken, a carp, and a white fox. They were discussng how they planned
to est themonk! Unafraid, the monk prayed, and subdued the ghogts with
his prayer beads. It turned out that each ghost had a sad gory of being
abandoned and betrayed by humans. The monk was ovewhdmed with
sympathy and vowed to gather the bones of the ghogts, and pray for thar
souls Thetown never saw the ghogts again and became awonderful place
tolive




Events and Others

Free U2 Concert in Chiio Koen!

As pat of their Japan tour, Irish rock band U2 has decided to meke a
lag-minute gtop in Kochi City’s Chiio Koen for an impromptu concert.
Tickets are freg, but they will be accepting donations to the philanthropic
organization, Kick the Rablit Habit, which works towards the eradication
of the rabhit infestation that has plagued Charlesde Gaulle Airpart in Paris
thexeladt few years

Date and time: April 1, 2009 & 4:01 PM

Location: ChioKoenin Kochi City ~ Admission: Fred

Helmets — Samurai Aesthetics

Thisexhihition of 200 hdmetsintroduces you to the higtoricd changes
in hdmet design, and the aesthetic preferences of the samural dass Mot
of these hdmets come from the cdllection of the Hiroshima branch of the
Japanese Armor Research and Preservation Group. Thisisarare chanceto
view such magepieces in Kochi. Severd hdmets from the locd
Chosokabe dan will aso be displayed dongsdethe loaned hdmets

Date: 9am~5pm Fri 24" April~Sun 21% dune (last entry 4:30pm)

Place: Kochi Prefecutral Museum of Higtory

(1099-1 Yawata, Oko-cho, Nankoku City)
Fee: ¥500 (¥400 for groups of 20 and over)
Inquiries: Kochi Prefecturd Museum of Higtory, 088-862-2211
Email: rekimin@kochi-bunkazaidan.or.jp

7™ International Joint Goodwill Charity Concert

Date: 6:30~8:30pm Thurs 16" April
Place: Kochi CultureHal — Orange Hall (4-3-30 Honmachi, Kochi City)
Participants: High schod sudents from Canada, Thailand, China and

Japan
Program: Traditiond Tha folkdance traditiond Chinese fak musc,
Japanee marching bend and drumming, Canadian wind
engembleec
Fee: free (donati ons accepted)
Inquiries: Metoku Junior and Seniar High Schoal, 088-856-1211

Tosa-ben Musical — Makino and the Beanstalk

Comeadong to the Tosa-ben musicd! Thisyear isacombination of the
gory of Dr. Tomitaro Makino and Jack and the Beenda k!

Dates: April 11™ Tosa Town Ta Kaizen Centre 14:30
April 12" Noichi Furesi Centre 10:00

Tano Fureai Centre 14:00
Muroto Hoken Fukushi Centre 18:30
Sukumo Chuo Kaminkan 10:00
Kubokawa Shimanto Kaiken 15:30
YusuharaTown Yusuhara:za9:00
Tosa City Shimin Kaikan 13:30
Kochi City Otemae High Geijutsu Hall 18:30

Inquiries. genkisanenkal @gmail.com
The distribution of cash handouts begins

Some municipditiesin Kochi Pref. have kicked off the digtribution of
cash handouts. The benefits are d o provided to ford gners who registered
their resdency datus by February 1, 2009. Those under the age of 18 or
ove 65 on this date can receive ¥20,000, and everyone dse ¥12,000. For
details of procedures, pleese refer to the dffice of the municipdity where
you ae regigaed. For your information, Kochi City will gat the
digribution on May 14.

April 18"
April 19"

One article in this edition is made up for April Fools’ Day.
Please guess which is FAKE!
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