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“Manga Culture in Kochi”

Mangathrivesin Kochi —to the extent that some say Kochi isthe “Kingdom of Manga”. While some may disagreewith thismoniker, perhapsyou
will takeanather look a Kochi’s Manga Culturethrough reeding thisedition.

Kinkon Tosanikki - susumuYoshidgaforkia  YUKO Yamaguchi (Kitty’s third generation designer)

A sies of four-pand comics caled Kinkon Tosanikki

Originating in Jgpan, “Hdlo Kitty” is Sanrio’s mogt famous intemationd  character.
Kitty wasfirgt seen printed on a Sanrio pladtic coin purse that went on sdein 1974. Snce

gppears in the evening exition of the locdl Kochi Simbn 01" e has heen' gppointed a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, and hes dso been

nengpape. The cregtor, Masshiro Muraoka, is a catoonist
from Kochi. Four editions of his comics have been rdeasad

co-opted by the Minigry of Land, Infrastructure and Trangport as a Goodwil Tourism
Ambassador for Chinaand Hong Kong.

in book form. Grandpa, grandmaand thar grandchild arethe . ; : ;
main charadters, and their relaxed, everyday conversationsin Kitty’s popularity, however, sagnated a the end of the 1970s Sanrio dedided to

locd didett are loved by many. You can see the comics on
the website http://203.139.202.230/kinkon/kinkon.htm .
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revitdise the character by changing Kitty’s designer. It appointed Yuko Yamaguchi as
Kitty’sthird-generation designer.

Ms Yamaguchi is from Kochi City, and belonged to the at dub in high schodl. She
achieved natoriety after winning a specid commendation & the Prefecturd Art Exhihition
— an accolade which is thought very difficult for high schod dudents to win. After
graduating from Musashino Art Universty, she joined Sanrio and was appainted as Kitty’s
designer in 1980, after 2 yearsat the company.

The reasn for Kitty’s ongoing popularity can be traced to the autograph-signing
sssons which Ms Yamaguchi atends throughout the nation about 40 times each yer.
Yamagudhi is ingenious, changing Kitty’s design to suit each sseson and varying age
groups This has hdped Kitty mantain her top market share. This year marks Kitty’s 35"
hirthday. -Mizue Takahashi, TW volunteer

It’s

Manga Koshien - susumu Yoshida for KIA
Kaoshien is a bassbdl gadium stuated in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo Pref, and is haly ground for dl

Japan’shigh sthod basebd | players. Schods competetwice annudly a regiond praiminary gamesfor the
privilegeto play at thishalowed stadium. Theword has been co-opted by Kochi for the Manga Kashien —
which isa comptition for high schod cartoonigs. Teams compete for the nationad manga championship
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Anpan-Man Museum

Thismuseum exhibits paintings of Anpan-Man and
other famous animated characters ec.
Open: 9:30am-5:00pm (Lagt entry: 4:30pm). Opens at
9:00am between July 20 and August 31.
Closed: Tueday (the falowing day if Tueis a public
hdiday). Open every day during the summer hdidays
and ather long term hdlidays.
Access: Gt onabus a JR Tosayamada Sa. and get off
a Anpat+rMan Mussum Mae About 25 min. About
onehour by car from the center of Kochi City.
Fee: Adults 700yen, HS&SHS 500yen, ESS and 3
yearsad or more 300yen
Inquiries: TEL0887-59-2300

once ayear. The competition sarted in 1988 in Kochi, which ishometo many famous mangaartists.

Teams from across Japan submit awork to the prdiminary round of the Manga Koshien. Each team
conggts of 3-5 gudents from one schod. Thar submitted manga must be based on a theme st by the
committea Only thirty schodls are sdected to continueto the second round, which ishddin Kochi.

These thirty schools must completeawork within 54 hoursbasad on anather set theme. After judging,
15 sthodls progressto thefind sage on thefollowing day.

The lodng 15 schods paticipate in a consolation round where each schod must complete a
upplementary work by midnight. The next morning 5 schodls are sdected to regain admission to the final
a

age
Inthefina round, 20 schods compete for thenaiona championship, produding ancther manga upon a
st themewithin 5% hours
Themes for this year’s preiminary round are ‘siver bullet” and ‘professiond’. The deedine for
ubmissons is June 15. The competition will be hdd between Augugt 1 and 2 in Kochi, mainly a the
Kochi City BunkaRaza“Culport”.  HP: http://manga-koshien.net/ (Japanese only)

Yanase Takashi - Daniel Bjornstrém, Kochi City CIR

Anybody living in Jgpan isbound to run into Anpan-Man sooner or later. Ashisnamewould
ugged, this superhero ismade out of Anpan: bean-jam-filled bread. Firgt appearing in apicture
book in 1973, hewas made into atdevison cartoon in 1988, and hasbeen loved by al Japan for
36 years He is a kind, srong warrior for justice who flies through the sky, bettles the evil
bacteria Baikin Man, and gives pieces of his own ddidous body to the hungry. Today you can
e his face everywhere, induding a nursary schods and Ryoma Airport. For example, the
jingea JR Kochi Saion that tdls you of incoming trainsisthe theme song from his cartoon.

But did you know that his areator comes from Kochi? Yanase Takashi was born on February
6, 1919 in Kahoku Town (currently part of Kami City) in Kochi. He atended the Tokyo
Palytechnic High Schodl (currently Chiba Universty) to sudy design, and was drafted into the
military during the war. When the war ended, he began working in the pubicity department of
Mitsukashi department store, but quit in 1953 towork asa cartooni<.

Today he continues to work in many different fidds He is the director of the Japanese
Cartoonigs’ Assodiation, adirector of the Japen Culture Center for Youths and Children and the
honorary director of the Anpan-Man Museum. In addition to cregting dl the characters who
gppear inthe Anpan-Man sries, Mr. Yanase makes many other charactersinvalved in children’s
education. His many “children” indude Jnken Mamoru-kun, who teeches children the
importance of humean rights, Jshin Man, who teaches people the danger of earthquakes, and
Asagohan Man, who teaches kidshow important it isto eet bregkfagt.

Flease take amoment to look around yoursdf. Aslong asyou are in Kochi, | am sure that
you will encounter Yanase Tekashi in many different places.
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Yokoyama Memorial Manga Museum
Thismuseum was completed in the Kochi City Bunka Plaza““Cul port”
in 2002 in order to commemorate the achievements of Ryuichi Yokoyama
(1909-2001). It exhibits a variety of his works induding ane of his best
known characters, “Fuku-chan™.
Open: 9:00am-6:00pm
Closed: Mondays (unless Mon is a naiond or subditute hdliday),
Dec.28-Jan. 4
Access: Get off et Ssenbatramecar gation, and then walk 3min.
Fee: Adults 400yen, 65 yearsand over 200yen, SHS and under free
Inquiries: TEL088-833-5029
HP: http:/AMmwv.bunkaplaza.ar.jp/mangakay (English pages available)
This year is the 100th anniversary of Yokoyama's hirth. This
musaum and the Anpan-Man Musaum have organized a spedid exhibition
to cdetrate the ooccasion. Please ask each museum for further informetion.

Koshin Manga Dojo  —Etsuko Soeda, TW volunteer

Do you regularly read the Kochi Newspaper? Each month, they have a
mangacolumn, caled “Kaoshin MangaDgjo,” to which reederscan
contributetheir own manga. Thispecid column was Sarted in February
1987 for amateur mangawritarswho wanted to put thar skillsto thetest.
SnceAugud 2001 winning works are printed in the newspaper oncea
month, after being judged by the profess ona mangawriter and “Koshin
MangaDgj0” leader, Riki Kusaka. Submissonsnever fail tobe
interegting, dedling with unique themes such aspalitics, spart, seasons, and
daily life Whether you love writing manga, o are only thinking about
trying your hand & theart, why nat submit your work?You may win and
your mangawould befeatured in the Kochi Newspaper!
http:/Amww.kochinews.co.jp/ (Japanese only)
Submission Criteria
Works: Works should be submitted by personswhowerebornin, or reside
in Kochi Prefecture. Unpublished works only. No limit for number of
works contributed & one time. On the reverse sde of your work, write
your name, address, age, occupation/schod, and phone number. Your
contributed workswill not be returned. Severd winners works are chosen
to be put on the Kochi Newspaper website
Size: Onepand o four-pend. Black and white, ar color. Use white BS

papa.

Due date: At the beginning of every month (Check newspgper or the
column websitefor details)

Postal address: 780 8572 Kochi Shimburrsha Henshurkyoku
Gakugd-bu “Kashin MangaDgo

Prize: Specid winner (1 person) = 5000 yen, Winner (severd persons) =
3000 yen

Result: Inthemorning newspaper at theend of every month

Kuroshio Manga Taisho  —Etsuko Soeda, TW volunteer
Thisisan annud manga contest run by the Kochi Newspaper. If you
dream of becoming aprofessiona mangawriter, thisisyour chance!
Many winners go on to become profess ond mangaatists The duedate
thisyeer is June29". Check detailed information on the web:
http://203.139.202.230/09manga/090422tai syo01.htm

Manga characters for railway stations

Did you know tha each gation dang the Gomen-Nahari line has its
own manga character? Each character wias designed by Yanase Tekashi —
who is famous as the crestor of Anpan-Man — and reflects something of
the culture or produce of the area around the ation. Let’stake alook at
two characters thet | find interegting. Fird is ‘Noichindonman’ a Noichi
Saion.

Chindon is a traditiond form of advertising,
where a grdl group of paformes dress up in
colourful costumes, bang drums and cymbals, while
waking around the town trying to drum up business
for the locd shops Noichi is home to a Chindon
Contegt. The character & the gation in Geisal Village
iscdled ‘Wgiki Kgpopakun’. A kappaisamythicd
animd that livesin rivers but theinteregting thing is o
thereading of thisgtation’sname Peoplefromoutof ~ Noichindonmen
Kochi ae likdy to think this dation is cdled
washoku, or ‘Jgpanese Food” Station! But actudly it o
isreedwajiki. —Matt Douglas, Kencho CIR
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Events and Others

Cinema: The Harimaya Bridge

Aaron Wodfak, aforme Kochi ALT, haswritten and produced afilm
<t in Jpan cdled The Harimaya Bridge It's a moving gtory about
overcoming degp prejudices using the matif of the Harimaya Bridge as a
link between human hearts. Asit wasshat dmogt entirdy in Kochi, you're
uretorecognizemany placesin thefilm.
Opensin Kochi a Toho Cinemas (AEON) on Saturday 6 dune

Entry  1300.
Official Site: http:/mww.harimaya-bridgejp/
Story

Danid Hdoder (Benng Guillary) is a San-Francisco phaotographer
whose only son Micky (Vidor Grant) leaves Americato teach Englishin
Kochi. Micky isatdented atig, but before a year has passed, heiskilled
in atragic traffic acddent. His mourning father is doubly haunted by the
fat his fahe was killed by the Jpanee amy in WWIIL. With
unconceded hatred and outright prejudice, Danid forces himsdf to come
to Japan to collect his son’s pantings which are scattered around Kochi.
He medts Harasensa who tregted Micky like a younger brather, and is
warmly welcomed by Micky’s former workmeates. Danid’s view of Japan
becomes complicated by seaing how much hisson was adored in Kochi.
Oneday, herecaives apicture from one of his son’sintdlectudly disabled
gdudents This picture changes everything. He learns that his bdoved son
married a.colleague cdled Nariko, and had ababy. . .

Kochi Prefecture Fever Advice Centre (24 hours)

In order to prevent the spread of Swine Hu, Kochi has sat up Fever
Advice Centres a Pudic Hedth and Wdfare Offices around the
prefecture. Thisphone serviceisavailable 24-hoursa day.

If you are concerned about the spread of influenza, fed free to
contact your loca Public Health and Wdfare Office It isimportant to
be vigilant if you have atemperature of over 38 , havea sorethroat, a
cough, shortness of breath, or ather flu-like symptoms, and ALSO fall
into either of thefollowing categories.

1) Within the pagt 7 days you have returned from a country where
Swine Hu has spread widdy

2) You may have been in contact with a person who is infected with
SwineHu

If you fdl into either of these categories, please do NOT go to your
closest doctor, but rather contact the advice centrefirg.

The contact details for the Fever Advice Centresareasfollows:

24 Help Line: 088-823-9092

Aki Public Hedth & Welfare Office 0887—34-3175
Centrd-Eagt Public Hedth & Wefare Office | 0887-53-3171
Centra-West Pudlic Hedth & Wefare Office | 0889-22-1240
Susski Public Hedth & Welfare Office 0889-42-1875
Hata Public Hedlth & WHfare Office 0880-35-5979
Kochi City Hedth Centre 088-822-0577

Theselocations are open for advice between 8:30am and 5:30pm
weekdays. These centres can only ded with Japanese speskers.

Correction of information in the previous edition

Let us corret the fdlowing aror found in the artide “The diribution
of cash handouts begins” of the previous edition (val.29). Those under the
age of 18 can recaive 20,000yen, nat those under 15. Wearevery sorry for
any inconvenience caused.

Locations where Tosa Wave magazines are available

Sation of Foregn Regidration of each municipdlity, Immigration Office,
Prefecturd  Library, Prefecturd Musaum, Rekiminkan, Kochi Cadle
Hirome Ichiba, Tourig Information in Kochi Sation and Kochi Airport,
Nonna(ltdian Restaurant), Nakgimacho Cathdic Churdh, Kochi Youth
Hostd, Macou’sBagd Café Karaoke Big Echo Centrd Park Brandh, Irish
Pub, Captain Soul Republic(Sports Bar), ec
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