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“Water in Kochi”

Nathing quenchesthirg quite like water, and in thishat summer season, yourll nesd plenty of it. It'sagood thing you'rein Kochi because there’s so
much of the biue uff around! Thisedition shows you some uses of water and stories connected to water in Kochi.

Sameura Dam map ) -Mizue Takahashi, TW volunteer v e

Sameura Dam is a multi-purpose dam sretching across Motoyama-cho, Nageoka-gun N sam
and Tosa-cho, Tasa-gun. It was hilt in the upper reeches of the Yoshino River. It ismanaged Ehime Pref. e o
by the Japan Water Agency and is usad for water menagement, irrigation, industry and oA By 3 )
dedricity generation. It is 106 meter's high with an active Sorage capadity of 289 million e i B ey T
cubic meters and a sarvice water cgpadity of 173 million cubic meters. Teking the title of BRE g s g
biggest dam in Shikoku, itsSzeis equivdent to thetotd capadity of dl the Sorage resarvoirs P N
in Kagawa (15,000 of them!). It was huilt to tame the Yoshino River and optimize water ; TosaBay
auppliesin al Shikoku. The dam’s operations have considerable consequences for economic =
and dvil life in Shikoku. It is therefore called “The Life of Shikoku” and fundtions as the
heart of thisidand. S

Waeter in the dam is dlocated to 4 prefectures in Shikoku through the Ikeda Dam which =i
gands downgream. 48% of the dlocated water goesto Tokushima, 29% goesto Kagawaand =i
19% to Ehime. Kochi getstheleadt a just 4%. The water moves down through the Shikoku 4 e 2 ]
Mountainsviatwo diverson weirsfrom the Seo River tothe Jzo+ji River. Theflowis Map of Kochi
diverted to the Kagami Dam, which isa prefectura-run dam in Kochi built on the Kagami River that supplies water to
Kochi. Peoplein Kochi may wonder if their daily water usage will be affected by drought because the SameuraDam is
Ibogated %Mdoyam&d’lo, but as Kochi only recaives 4% of the dam’s al ocated weter, we can assume thet the effect will

minimal.

Drought frequency has recently emerged asabig issue. Serious drought occurs due to the abnorma dimate caused
by globa warming. Droughtsin 1994 and 2005 subgtantialy reduced starage capadity in the dam. Thewater Soragerate
dropped to 0% in the drought of 2005. A former Okawa Village Office that hed previoudy been submerged by thedam’s
waters actudly regppeared and became a symbal of the drought. News of prolonged water shortages splashed across
headines, and the drought became attopic of conversation nationwide.

f .
Lakedf SameuraDam
Deep Sea Water - Susumu Yoshida for KIA

SHt water taken from degp in the sea, named “degp seawater,” isrich in mingasand ramains cdd throughout the year. It is used for many purposssin
Kochi, such as produding minerd water, devd oping cosmetics, raisng fish and groning arops. This valuable resource is pumped up from gpproximatey
320m bd ow the ocean surface off Cape Murato and desdlinated for drinking.

Research into Murato’s deep ssawater darted in 1985 when the Science and Technadlogy Agency (presently the Minigtry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Sdence and Techndogy) designated the area around Cape Muroto as amodd region for its aguamarine prgject. In 1989, the Kochi Prefecturd Degp Sea
Waeter Laboratory was st up asthefird fadility in Japan tohaul degp seawater ontoland.

Sudies have shoan that degp seawater has sgnificant efectsin avariety of fidds such asfisheary, medicne and food. Researchers found that desp sea
wae grows and matures fish and shdlfish such as abdone and Japanese flounder fagter than usud. In the medica fidd, patients were made to drink
dedinated degp sea water for about 6 months Researchers verified that the degp sea water hdped patients with bowd movements and anemia, built up
their immunity and improved blood flow. The degp seawater isa so expected to have an effect on improving atopic dematitis.

o d%ghld(ijesda showed that deep seawater accd eratesthe fermentation of sake, soy sauce, bread, etc and increasestheir flavor. It dsoincreasestheamount
insske

Thanks to such ressarch reaulits, we can see many commerdid products using Murato’s desp sea water in the market. More than 100 companies
produce and sd1 such merchandise. A logo was devel oped to formally certify what products used genuine Murato desp ssawaer.

Thereis athdassotherapy fadlity cdled “Searest Murata” (formerly Bade Haus Murato) in Murato City that makes
use of Murato’s degp seawater. It has awarm beth pod filled with 100% desp seawater that dlows you to prevent and
treat metabalic syndromeand ather lifestyl e diseases with proper, comfortable and rdaxed exerdsesinthe pod.

Directions to Searest Muroto: Board the Gomen-Nahari Line on the TosasKuroshio Railway and get off a Nahari
Sation. Take alocad bus bound for Degp Sea World and you can find the fadility in front of you soon after getting off a
the Degp SeaWorld bus stap. Open hours: 10am. —9 p.m. Closed: Wednesday Inquiries: 0887-22-6610 (map )

Brandlogo

Water Disasters in Kochi - Daniel Bjsrnstrém, Kochi City CIR

Kochi gets higher ranfal than any other prefecture in Japan. Usudly that’s a good thing — Kochi doesn’t suffer from water shortages, and theran is
greet for agriculture— but too much of even agoad thing isbed, and every now and then therainshring disster.

The modt recent dissster came in September 2001 when heavy rains causad floods in Otsuki and Tasashimizu. Nabody was killed, but 8 people were
injured and 1151 houses were damaged, destroyed or flooded. Kochi City and centrdl Kochi Prefecture auffered major flooding just three years prior in
September 1998. A record-setting 963 mm of rain came down in just one day, putting much of Kochi City under water. The damage was immense, with
23,796 houses across the prefecture being flooded and 8 peoplelosing ther lives

Kaochi’s long higary of flooding is even reflected in the etymalogy of its name The caglle wias ariginally named “Ko-uchi-yamasjo,” meaning, “The
Cadleon the Hill between the Rivers”” dueto its location on ahill between the Enokuchi and Kagami rivers After repested floods, however, people began
to didike the name and decided to changeit in 1610. A monk from Chikurinji Temple suggested retaining the sound of the name Kochi but changing its
charactersfrom “river (ko) and “between (uchi)” to “high (ko) and “wisdom (chi).” These eventudly changed to the ones used today, meaning “high” and
“knmm’n
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Kuroshio Kun (the mascot of Kochi)

| an Kuroshio Kun, the masoot of Kochi
Prefecture | am a wave of the Bladk Current
(Kurashio). You mugt have ssen me somewhere
dse before My charming points are a cute pair of
eyes and asmiling face. | will make you happy by 1997
my reaxing amosphere. In 1997, Kochi Prefecture 2002
hed a public competition to design a mascot. A ]
|adly from Aichi Prefecture drew meand won the Kuroshio Kun
prize | guess you could cdl her my mathe. After that | worked as the 10
mascot of the Kochi National Athletic Megt in 2002, and became redlly Wave
famous and popular. My merchandisswasamogt sold out!!

Despite having been a pat of Kochi for more then 10 years, some)
peopledill migtake mefor awhae Remember. | amaWavel

| have been invited to many events and meet |oads of people. Recently |
joned “Hana Hito Tosa Deahaku(Hower Fegtiva)” and introduced
beautiful Kochi to everyone

You can borrow my costume and my illudraions from the Kochi HP - HP: http.//www.prefkochilg.jo/
Prefecturd Office. Why don’t you check out their website?

HPKochi Prefecturd Office: http:/Awww.pref.kochi.lg.jp/

- Chihiro Fukuoka for KIA

Himuro Festival (map ) -Matt Douglas, Kencho CIR

What more could you want in mid-summer than an ice-cad drink?
Back before fridges were invented this was dmost impossible However,
18" century records show that ice was indeed available in Kaochi in mid
umme. Each winter, snow and ice was sared in an underground cavern
on Mt Tebekoyama, in what ishow Hongawa, Ino Town. Thisissadtobe
the coldest place in Kochi, and so ice can be gored for months Theice
was findly removed in mid-Jduly and carried to Kochi City as tribute for
the Lords of Tosa. The Himuro Fediva (literdly Ice-Room Fedtiva)
commemoraes this tradition, and is hdd in mid July. Nat only can you
view the dared ice, but there are peformances of Kagura dancing and
tailko drumming. So escapethe heet, and head to the Himuro Fegtival!

Uchimizu (Water Sprinkling) -susumu Yoshida for KIA

Sorinkling water over the garden and the dregts around thehouseisa
traditiona Japanesemethad of preventing dust ontheroad o ground from
baing dirred up andtoinvitecod air in the summertime. Sprinkled water
evaporates and removes heet from the ground, which dightly reduces the
temperaure

Theway to sprinklewater isimportant. The optima timefor sprinkling
water isgenerdly around sunset and sunrise. Sarinkling water over the
agphdt during the period when thetemperatureishigh in the summer does
nat have much of a codling effect becausethewater evaporates sofadt. Itis
more effective to gorinklewater during the time when thetemperatureis
rdaivey lower inthemorning and the evening.

Sorinkling water in large quantities by hose and other equipment isnat
favorable Onetip for qorinkling water effectively isto pour it littleby little
on theground or thewdll of thehouse during the codl partsof theday.

Spring Water —susumu Yoshida for KIA

Asyou dready know, Kochi has an abundance of water. Ground water
wells up from many places in Kochi, too. Itstemperature is condant o it
feds cod in the summe and warm in winter. As the qudity of water
varies, it might be prudent for you to take proper messures uch asusing a
deilization ingrument or bailing it so that you can drink it without fear of
dissee | mysdf use soring water in my house but | don’t teke such
meesures when drinking it and | have no hedth prablems to report a
present.
Thewater of the Antoku Saring in Ochi Town isliged among the 100
best watersin Japan” sHected by the Environment Agency (presently the
Environmatt Minigry) in 1985. The Tara dan led by Tomomori was
Oefegted at the Bettle of Yashima in 1185 and fled into the Shikoku
Mountainswith theinfant Emperor Antoku. Marethan 80 members of the 1985
dan arived a Mt. Yokokura and built 25 housss to form a capitd there
Legend has it that they used the soring water gushing there as drinking 1185
water for theemperor. 80

Directions to the Antoku Spring: Drive
to Ochi Toan dong Route 33 from Kochi
City (60min), then up to the third parking
lat of Mt. Yokokura from the town (about
15min), and then walk dong thetrail tothe

oring (20min). (map )
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Events, etc.

Niyodo River International Mizukiri Contest

The Niyodo River has become a Mecca of stone skipping because it
has such favorable conditions for skipping. It has many dry riverbeds its
wae surface is dmogt the same haght as those riverbeds, it has quigt
greams, and it hasround sones suitable for skipping. Contestants slit into
three groups — children (under junior high schodl), women and men- and
competeto seewho skips sonesmogt beautifully. Please giveit atry!
Date: Sun. August 23
Place: Theriverbed in front of Tosawashi Kogamura “Qraud” (Kashiki,
InoToawn) (map )
Registration: 10am.
Time of competition: 2p.m. —about 4:30p.m
Fee: ¥300 for adults¥200 for children under HS
Closing date for application: August 18
Inquiries: TheNiyodo River OtekaraTanteiden TEL  090-4973-0601

Kure Hachimangu Shrine Grand Festival

The Kure Hachi ma'lgu Shrine Grand Fedtiva istaking place from the
14th to the 15th of the 8" month in the lunar cdendar and is one of the
three mgjor festivals of Kaochi. The festival has been hed since the Period
of Warring Satesin Japan (16" century). The highlight of the festival isa
magnificent processon caled “Omikoku-san” where locd men march
through the night towards the shrine while carrying a large, 6-meter-high
torch weighing about 1 ton.
Date: October 1st (Thu.) - 3rd (Sat.)
The Omikoku-san process on takes place from late at night on October 14
through early the next day. The fireworks fegtivd dats a 8pm. on
October 2nd.
Place: Kure Hachimangu Shrine (6515 Kure, Nekatosa Town) (map )
Directions: About 5 minwalk from R TosaKure Sta
Inquiries: The Dividon of Fishay, Commerce and Indugtry of Nakatosa
Town Office TEL: 0889-52-2473

Exhibition: Back to Life! The World of Wind-up Dolls
This exhibition features dl forms of dals and todls that operate basad
on grings cogs or wind-up mechanians Hanzo Hosokawa, a sdentist
from presmt-day Nankoku City, published Jgpan's oldest mechanicd
engineging text in the Edo Period. This spurred the soread of wind-up
technalogy. This exhihbition features works made by Hosokawa, induding
a Japanexe dock and add! which brings you tea. You can do view the
inner workings of thesewind-up machines.
Date: 9am~5pm Sat. 1st Aug ~ Mon. 31st Aug (last entry 4:30pm)
Place: Kochi Prefectura Museum of Higtory
(1099-1 Yawata, Oko-cho, Nankoku City) (map )
Fee: ¥500 (¥400 for groups of 20 and over)
Inquiries: Kochi Prefectura Museum of Higtory, 088-862-2211
Email: rekimin@kochi-bunkazadan.or.jp

Fireworks Information  Shimanto Shiminsai Noryo
Kochi-shi Noryo Hanabi Taikai Hanabi Taikai

When: Sun. Aug. 9, 7:30-9:00pm  When: Sat. Aug. 29, 8om-9pm
Postponed to Thu. Aug. 13incaseof  Postponed to Sun. Aug. 30in case
indement weether. of indement wegther.

Where: Yanaghara, dong the Where: River bed under the
Kagami River, Kochi City (map )  Akatekkyo on the Shimanto River
Directions: Get off at Kencho-mee (map )

on the tram and then wak three Directions: About a 20-minute

minutes. wak from the TosaKuroshio
Number of fireworks; 4000 LineNakamura Sa
Inquiries: 088-823-4016 Number of fireworks: 8000

Inquiries: 0880-35-4171

Locations where Tosa Wave magazines are available

Sation of Foregn Regidration of each municipdlity, Immigration Office,
Prefecturd  Library, Prefecturd Musaum, Rekiminkan, Kochi Cadle
Hirome Ichiba, Tourig Information in Kochi Sation and Kochi Airport,
Nonna(ltdian Restaurant), Nakgimacho Cathdic Churdh, Kochi Youth
Hostd, Macou’sBagd Café Karaoke Big Echo Centrd Park Brandh, Irish
Pub, etc
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