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“The start of a new life”

Do you know the name of your town has changed? (M erging of townsand villages) Byyokokino

Map of Kochi Prefecture

Nakatosa Town (Merged Oonomi and Nekatosain
January 1<)

Kounan City (Merged Y oshikawa, Akaoka, Kagami,
Yasu and Naichi inMarch 1<)

Kami City (Merged Monabe, Kahoku and Tosayamadain
March 1)

Shimanto Town (Merged Kubokawa, Taisho and Towain
March 20th)

Kurashio Town (Merged Oogataand Sagain March 20th)

In the few months of this year, some
towns and villages have been merged. By
now, some gmdl toans and villages have
been merged into dities, and some merged to
be bigger tomns.  I'd like to explain the
ressonsfor themeages.  After WWII, Jgpoan
changed the ideds of the country and
changed the conditution. One of the new
amendments was the renunddion of war,
and anathe wes the am to edablish a
wdfare gate in which dl dtizens' human
rights are repected and in which everyone
can leed ahedthy, cultured life

However, as you know, Japan isfacing a
dedining hirthrate and an aging population,
0 it has been difficult for the country to
udain the sodd security sarvice Therefore
the idea has been changed to: 1. Shift
autharities that usad to beong to the cantra
govenmat to locd governments 2
Sahilize the resources of locd governments
by merging. Meging ams to improve
svicesfor dtizens

For example, if you want to useabig gymnasium or svimming pod and arearesdent of asmdl village, you will probably haveto goto aneighboring
town. Sinceyou are nat the ditizen of the tawn, you may have to pay more than ditizens of thetown to useit. But if your village and thetoan merge, you
will becomeaditizen of that toan and you can useitsfadlitiesfredy. If your village mergeswith other toans and citieswhich own awade trestment cante,

water sourceriver and airpart, you can get nat only therightsto usethem but dso the finances.

On the ather hand, if a amdll village merges with bigger toans and dties amdl services which used to be provided to ddely dtizens won't exist
anymore because thelevd of sarvice hasto bein linewith the bigger dity’s sandards. Also, we need to make sure that the needs of the amdler village are

heard at local coundil meetingsand soon.

Therearg, of course, bath pros and cons to merging. However, whatever the conditions; we need to find the best way to live hedthy and happy lives

together in our locdl aress

Shinkan Campa (Wdocomepartiesfor new cdlegestudents)  BYHIROSHI NakAl

April isthe month of megting new people Schods and dffices dart the new fisca year, and new students and gaff
embark on new careers Shinkan kompaisanew word in Japanese, and it has taken roat as an abbreviated word regardless of
age and sx in Jpan. Its full form, shinnyursal kangel kompa meansa “welcome party”. Theword kompa mesns company.
Events in shinkan konmpa differ betwean organizations. Maybe some of you will have participated in shinkan konpa in
Japan. Shinkan kompa isa good opportunity to get to know your seniors, and parties where you can meat new contacts are

very usful infuturecarersandinlifeasawhde

Once in a while freshmen mug presat a paformance during shinkan konpa, for example magic, a song or an
anecdote, and they must make their seniarslaugh. But don’t worry, because there are few offices and schodls today thet ill
demand this of you. If you fed worried, ask someone who has graduated from a gymnagtic or agriculturd department that

has more men than women, what sort of performance you should do.
No BottomsUp! (Ikki Nomi) BYSUSUMU YOSHIDA

todownadrink if you encounter ascene of chugging.

April is the month when welcome parties for new college sudents and new employees are
hddintensivdy. They are usudly hdd at “Izakaya” (Japanese Syle pubs), where a small number
of senior Sudents and workers force freshmen to down awhale glass of bear. However, a person
who forces someone with alow tdlerance far lcohd to drink an acohadlic beveragein one guip
can be punished under Japanese law if they suffer acute dcohalic poisoning which harmsthem or
leads to death. Therefareit might be a good idea for you to advise the seniors not to force juniors
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Schoad and Company Entrance Ceremonies
BYWAKANA MATSUI

Helo! How have you been? | hope everybady is fine It is getting
warmer, it it? Suring is just around the corne. In Japen lats of things
begin in April. Thistime | am going to explain schod and company
entrance caremonies,

Hrg of dl, schod entrance ceremonies— matriculation. You probeldy
have dmilar ceremonies in your oan oountry. Secondly, company
entrance ceremonies, which might only be hed a Japanese companies
The president of the company formaly permits the new employees to
enter the company and gives them responghilities as fully-fledged
employess. In Jgpan it is quite common to employ a lot of recent
graduates in April, so these kinds of ceremonies are hdd now. At these
ceremonies ane has lats of expedtations and anxigties because one is
geppingintoabrand new environment.

| wish you dl much hgppiness in this warm sseson of chary
blossoms

Golden Week svHirom oHTsUKA

Golden Wk isacdlection of four nationd hdlidays during the end of
April and the beginning of May. In combination with wel-placed
weekends, Golden Wesk becomes one of Japan's busest hdiday seasons,
besides New Year and the Obon wesk.

It issaid that there are two arigins of theword “Golden Week”. Oneis
that it is derived from the Jgpanese film world. In 1951 the film “Fresdom
Schodl” was ahig hit during the period that fals on today’s Golden Week,
rather than being asuccessa New Year or Obon Week. After that, thefilm
companies expected many people to go and see movies a this time of
year. The executive director Hideo Matsuyama coined this Engrish phrase
that itisa“gdden’” opportunity to go and see moviesat thistime of year. It
could a0 be derived from the phrase “prime time” (called “golden time”
in Jgpan) on TV andradio.

The Chinese ds0 have “Gadden Wek” twice ayear. It iscaled «

(huang jin zhou)”.
Thenationd hdlidayswhich make up Golden Week are
April29 Green Day

Thisusad to be the birthday of Emperor Hirohito, who died in the year
1989. After his degth, the day was changed into a nationd hdliday for
environment and nature, Snce the emperar loved plants and nature From
2007, thisnaiond holiday will be renamed Showa Day, while Green Day
will bemoved to May 4.

May 3 Conditution Day

Commemorates the enactment of the current Japanese condiitution in
1947.

May 4 National Hdiday

It was nat a naiond hdliday until 1985. It was decided that this day
should be a nationd hdliday, because according to Japanese law;, a day
which fdls between two nationd hdidays is dso dedared a nationd
hdiday, unlessthe nationd hdliday is Sunday.

May 5 Children'sDay

Thisday isfor the hedth and hgppiness of children. It used to be called
“Tango no Skku”, a day of odebration for boys. Families pray that each
boy in the family will grow up hedthy, srong and sucoessful by flying
carp-shaped dreame's outsde the house and displaying a warrior dall.
Boath of them are symbadlic of power and success.

Collecting edible wild plants
BY USUMU YOSHIDA

When you think about going into the mountains in the coming warmer
season, why nat try looking for ediblewild plants 1n Jgpan, you can enjoy
collecting ediblewild vegetablesin spring aswel asgathering mushrooms
in autumn. Let meintroduceto you some edible wild plantsrepresentative
of Kochi.

Itadari (Reynautriajapanica)

It is sad that only people in Kochi eat this plant. It looks like a big
agpaagus It hasahdeindde and the tadiest ones areless than 3cm wide
and lessthan 50cm high. Eat the gemsafter peding.

Zenmai (Osmundajapaonica)

The fore-end of this plant has the shape of a fiddieheed. It grows in
moig land from hills and ddes to areas dong the glen-front of desp
mountains - Continuestothepage4
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From the page 3

Eat the daks of young leaves It can be used as preserved food after
drying.

Warabi (Bracken)
This plat grows in duges in sunny places such as grass fidds
meadows and 0 on. Eat its young unopened buds

In addition to the plants mentioned above, you can do find Takenoko
(bamboo shoats), Tarano-me (buds of Ardia data), Fukinoto (Sweet
Cadltsoat), etc. Why don’t you walk in themountains with people familiar
with ediblewild plantsthis spring?

Events and others

Tosaben Musical 2006 produced by Genki Seinenkai

“Yamauchi Antony and Chiyopatra”
Sary.

Timed to run dongsde the broadcast of NHK’s drama “Komyo ga
Tauji”, basad on the gory of the firg Lord of Tosa, Yamauchi Kazutoyo
and hiswisewife, Chiyo, Genki Sanenkai bringsyou an arigind romantic
comedy drama in Egyptian dyle.. “Yamauchi Antony and
Chiyopatra”

S in Jgpan’s Period of the Warring Sates, our tde seesthe sary of the
handsome samurai, Antony, and his seven vassds Our hero fdlsin love
with the cunning and devoted Chiyopetra, and they st off on thar journey

tofameandfortune...

Schedule:
St 15April:
2pm Noichi Furesi Cantre
un 16 Apxil:
Tlam TenoTown Fureai Centre
6pm TosaTown Ta Kaizen Centre
S 22 April:
Tlam Sukumo City Kominkan
6pm  Kubokawa Shimanto Kaikan
un 23 April:
9:30am Nakatosa Town Koryu Kaikan
2pm  Ochi Town Chominkan
6:30pm  Kaochi City Otemae SH.S. Geijutsu Hall Tosaben My

Inquiries
Danid Lochmann (Kochi Prefecture Internationd Affairs Divison)
TEL:088-823-9606 FAX: (088-823-9250

Expat Column No.1
BY CHARLESKANUH fromUSA, ALT
Arukou, Arukou!

Eve ssn a Jpanee animaead film and wondered, “Why do the
characters dways drall through the gpening/ending theme?” Wal, the
olbvious answe is thet it’s fun! And Kochi dity, despite its periloudy
narrow backdredts, isagreg place to enjoy anice wak. If you’ve dways
been in too much of a rush to enjoy the sights sounds and smdls of a
gral through Kochi, hereare two highlights:

1) Obiyamachi-

The premie promenade in Kochi. During the day you can see and be
seen by Kochi’scdorful denizens and procure alifetime supply of tissues
At night, you will come across avariety of agpiring musdans atigs, and
bresk dancers, aswdl asyoung men with avesomecars
2) Kagami River-

If you prefer amore sdlitary stradll, the benks of the Kagami River have
been conveniently paved. The seduded atmosphere can provide for
romance, espeddly if locd young people are playing with fireworks.
Kegp an eyeaut for night fisherman, runners and wayward crabd
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