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A big smile with the dancers from Ichimujin, the Yosakoi Hospitality Team in front of JR Kochi Station.
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A Visit to Kochi Agricultural Research Center

Hello, Benguet! I visited the Kochi Agricultural Research Center
(here in after “the Center”) where our trainee from the “2011
Local Government Officials Training Program in Japan,” Rony
Villanueva Carlos, had worked for four months (from July 11 to
November 10) . Please allow me to introduce a summary of the
Center and his training.

The Center is located in the rural districts near Kochi Airport in
Nankoku City. It is the largest agricultural research center in Kochi
Prefecture. About 100 employees work at the Center and they use
bicycles within the Center because it is quite large. There is an
accommodation for trainees on site. They work from 8:30 am to 5:15
pm. Rony had the same work shift as them.

Rony usually communicated in Japanese with his coworkers.
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Rony packs the lilies with a special machine.
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Loading the boxes filled with the packed flowers into a truck.
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When I visited the Center in the afternoon, they were working on
the dispatch of lilies and dahlias picked from the cultivated land.
Rony’s boss, Mr. Ninomiya, who has worked at the Center for more
than 15 years, visited Benguet about 10 years ago. One of Rony’s
coworkers, Mr. Matsugi was transferred to the Center in 2011 and is
a specialist for quality control.

Rony generally worked with them. After they finished packing
lilies and dahlias, Rony and Mr. Matsugi headed for the Tosa-Kaki
Horticultural Market which is 15 minutes away from the Center by
truck, and I followed them.

Products from the Center are sold on the market and the flowers
they packed were sold by auction. Profits become the Center’'s
income which they use to purchase packing boxes and so on.
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Rony thins out dahlia buds with his counterpart.
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Rony examines the growth of bluebells.
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Rony finishes his report in this office.
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After returning to the Center, they went to one of the plastic
greenhouses to thin out dahlia buds. The colors of dahlias vary
greatly and they are very popular for events. White ones are sold
for weddings. They were testing natural enemy mites on the dahlias
in that plastic house instead of using pesticide.

They headed to the cultivated land of lilies next. The Center grew
four kinds of lilies: Siberian, Sorbonne, Rialto and Seine. Rony had
his own experiment site nearby and grew bluebells. However, he
would finish his training and leave Japan before the bluebells bloom.
He looked very disappointed that he would not be able to see the
result himself.

When they finished their duties for the day, we went back to the
office. Rony worked in the office for just a few hours in the day and

Kochi International Association Manager Susumu Yoshida

stayed outside most of the time. Before I left the Center, I asked
Rony some questions about his training.

I asked him if he had any advice for future trainees and he
answered that he recommended for them to learn more Japanese
and about Japanese culture in addition to techniques. If so, they
would get so much more information while in Japan. He also said he
wanted to apply the steam sterilizer technique which he learned in
Kochi in Benguet, but it was quite expensive and money issues
always caused a problem.

He seemed to put on some weight during his four-month training
and it made me think that his living in Kochi suited him. I left the
Center hoping he would make use of his mastered techniques and
experiences from Kochi back home in Benguet.
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Kochi Governor Ozaki wears a vest
with traditional Benguet embroidery
presented from Province Governor
Fongwan.
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The Province Governor sings a song with ukulele performed by
Mr. Mario.
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We Welcomed the Governor and Two
State Legislators of Benguet!

Governor of Benguet Nestor B. Fongwan, State
Legislator Bernard S. Waclin and State Legislator
Benjamin C. Saguid visited Kochi for 5 days from April
18 to April 22, 2011. While they were in Kochi, they
inspected the farms where the trainees from Benguet
had training and joined cultural exchange activities with
Prefecture officials.

We were anxious if they would still come to Kochi
since the Tohoku Earthquake occurred about a month
before their visit, but they visited Kochi as scheduled.
They met the trainees and their host farm families in
Susaki City, Tosa City, Kochi City, Kami City and Konan
City, where they studied and observed the training
sessions as well. They also had lunch and dinner parties
with them.

They attended a lecture about ‘Maienza,’ a liquid
made from natto, yogurt, yeast, sugar and water which
is useful for the improvement of living environments
and agriculture, that Nakatosa Town has been working
on. The Province of Benguet has been suffering from the
polluted water from Baguio City (population 300 thousand)
and it was introduced in hopes that Maienza could solve
this problem.

A dinner reception was held by the Kochi-Benguet
Sisterhood Development Group on Wednesday, April 20,
and 28 people participated, including Kochi Governor
Masanao Ozaki and two members of the Prefectural
Assembly, Shu Oishi and Takayuki Sakamoto. They all
enjoyed the party. Some of the participants visited
Benguet for the 35th Sisterhood Anniversary Delegation
Visit in 2010 and had drinks with the Province Governor
at that time. They were very excited to meet him again.

Governor Fongwan and his party visited the Kochi
City Wholesale Market and the Kochi Prefectural
Makino Botanical Garden as well. They left Kochi on
Friday, April 22 and flew to Benguet via Manila from
Kansai International Airport the next day.
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The trainees take a photo with Province Governor Fongwan in Kami

City Agricultural Promotion Center.
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| visited a trainee accepted by Kochi Prefecture last year to see his training for the
first time and was impressed by how hard he was working in a foreign country. We
will be welcoming new trainees to Kochi, so | hope their training will be successful.



