Ny bR HRENRO

EIMNEMGRIBE D3 B KRESIhELL:

2012F5R208D 5268 & TOTHE XF Y MIERZEER
2HERURMEMRBEIRDERBE L. RERBLEORBICE, B
BOEBACDRBEMEPRMANDROFTERVBEE EH LIEISR
EROERBOIZDREAOERBRILEHHINE L.

SRS UIeORBMNBSZBEDHALVIL - FRUSTUFRES
Yo7 R BNEMRBE Y 7> - T U7 KT, AFHER
KEEERHER. R, &XM. FEh. ML tHAUBERORE
FEBEOZARRZHH L. TORROEXBEEZHMENE L.
ZO%. RMANOBERICONWTEELTD/D. B=EEHELT
BEEEOMEHEAZRESNE L.

RICFHE L7 R WEFEYE T, 2015FISBX 2HmEMDK
IFNARIRA0BELESATEICHIT T, B TREBRDPFETED
&2, FBREADPFHFELIROBERMISES ZEPWRENE L.

WEHEYR % 55/
Visit to the Makino Botanical Garden

Kochi Welcomes Two State
Legislators and a Forestry Official
of Benguet

Kochi welcomed two state legislators and one official from the
agriculture and forestry office of Benguet for seven days from May
20th to May 26th 2012. Each guest visited Kochi to make arrangements
for exchange activities such as the donation of cherry trees and
seedlings to Benguet, research into the organisation of agricultural
cooperatives, and to see how the trainee-farmers were getting on.

The two state legislators, Apolimario Camsol and Juan Nazarro, and
the official from the agriculture and forestry office, Delinia Juan, first
made a courtesy call to the governor of Susaki City. They went on to
visit host farmers in Susaki, Kami, Konan, Shimanto and Sukumo cities
and gave encouragement to their trainee-farmers. They then visited
the Engeiren (Japan Fruit Growers Cooperatives Association) studying
the structure of the cooperatives to use as reference for Benguet.

Next, during a visit to the Kochi Prefectural Makino Botanical
Garden, they were assured that cherry blossom seeds developed in
Makino would be sent in order for them to perform a tree-planting
ceremony in celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Kochi-Benguet
Sisterhood Relationship in 2015. As a preliminary survey for this event,
Makino Botanical Garden staff had been to the site in November 2012
and performed a trial planting with Japanese maple and cherry seeds.
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Welcome dinner party by Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood Development Group

A dinner reception was held in Kochi City by the Kochi-Benguet
Sisterhood Development Group on the evening of May 24th. 21 Kochi
citizens were there to warmly welcome the three guests, including our
Chairman Yoshikawa, and three members of the Prefectural Assembly;
Shiozo Nishimori, Takayuki Sakamoto and Ken Nishiuchi, who took the
time from their busy schedules to attend. The reception was filled with
a relaxed atmosphere throughout, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Afterwards, the delegation returned to Benguet following a visit to
host farmers in Ehime Prefecture. With their hard schedule, they didn't
have much time to go sightseeing during their stay, but they managed
to fulfil the purpose of their visit and have a rewarding tour.
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Taking a commemorative photo with his host farmer
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@® A Visit to Benguet's Trainee-Farmers
® Kochi Welcomes Two State Legislators
and a Forestry Official of Benguet
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Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood Development Group

e-mail:info_kia@kochi-kia.or.jp URL:http://www.kochi-kia.or.jp/sister-city/benguet.html
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Joey is harvesting kidney beans
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Kidney beans in the greenhouse
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Taking a photo with Mr. Doi

A Visit to Host Farmers of Benguet’s Trainee-Farmers

The Sisterhood Program between Kochi Prefecture and the Province
of Benguet in the Republic of the Philippines was first established in
1975, following a visit from Kochi citizens to Benguet as part of the

“Ship for World Youth Program” . Ever since, the relationship
between Kochi and Benguet has continued mainly in the agricultural
sector with the accepting of trainees and despatching of specialists.

In the private sector the Kuroshio Agricultural Development
Cooperative, headed by its chairman Yoshikawa Hirofumi, took on the
first trainee-farmers in 1997. By time of writing in November 2012, a
total of 226 of these trainees had studied agriculture in Kochi and
returned to the Philippines. It is rare for both public and private sectors
to be able to utilize each other's strengths to continue exchange with
Benguet in such a way. I believe that all of this is the result of the deep
ties of friendship formed between the trainees, host farmers and

organizing staff.

To gain a small glimpse of the ever strengthening friendly relations
between Kochi and Benguet, I decided to visit the workshops of two
host farmers in Susaki City: Hiroshi Doi and Masahiro Sasaoka, and
their respective trainees: Joey Abansi and Narciso Palmero.

First, I was given a tour around one of Mr. Doi's plastic greenhouses
where he grows kidney beans. Upon entering my eyes were drawn to
young Joey, an apparent avid runner and winner of local relay races,
silently hard at work. It was a clear November afternoon and the
greenhouse was stiflingly hot, but Joey was tirelessly harvesting away
without even breaking a sweat. Could this impressive endurance be his
secret to winning relay races? It must certainly come in handy during
his agricultural training.

Palmero is listening to Mr. Sasaoka’s instructions
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Mr. Sasaoka and the trainees” wonderful smile

Next I visited the workshop of Mr. Sasaoka, a flower grower who
conducts R&D on so many breeds of flowers he could write a book on
it. Narciso works under the tutelage of this passionate flower grower
with two other Benguet trainees and several Japanese workers in a
lively workshop. Narciso, who first arrived a year earlier, seemed to be
getting along great with his Japanese co-workers, chatting away as
they worked. Afterward, I was taken to a plastic greenhouse a bit out
of the way from the workshop where the trainees also work. Inside it
was filled with oxypetalum, a flower in high demand all over the
country for wedding ceremonies.

By visiting two host farmers and speaking with their trainees, I
gained valuable insight into their work environment. However one
topic that came up in conversation with both trainees was the
improvement of their Japanese language. As you might expect, learning
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Greenhouse abound in oxypetalum

Noriko Sengoku, Kochi International Association
English Translation by Benjamin Wilford, Umaji Village, CIR

Japanese is of the utmost importance to them. I had to admire their
determination, something that seems so lacking in the youth of Japan.
With the growing number of young Japanese people unable to hold a
job for very long, it felt like a wake-up call to modern Japanese society.

But it's not all hard work; the trainees can also look forward to
regional events with the locals where they can let their hair down. I'm
sure the many events such as the dragon canoe tournaments in
summer, the sports days and friendly basketball games of autumn, and
the relay races and Christmas events of winter will prove to be
unforgettable experiences in Japan. I hope that they never forget the
friends they've made or their time spent in Kochi. Lastly, I sincerely
wish for their success when they return home to Benguet and make
their living as farmers.




