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The real Harimaya-bashi Bridge Universal Studios Japan in Osaka
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The Takano family and agricultural apprentices (from the second on the left to right, Emile, Gretchen and Almira)
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@ \/isiting the AgriculturalApprentices and the Host Farmers on-the East Side of Kochi
@®Speaking with guidance counselor Mr. Ishikawa
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Learning about the distribution in the agricultural co-ops
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Johnny and Brando cultivating leek under the guidance of Mr. Okabayashi D
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Kochi International Association Manager Susumu Yoshida
Translated by Max Branchflower (Kencho CIR)

Located on the east side of Kochi Prefecture, Kami
City was formed in 2006 when the towns of Tosa
Yamada, Kahoku and the village of Monobe merged,
creating a municipality with a population of 27,000
(as of November, 2013) making it the 6th most
populated within the prefecture. At the end of
November, 2013, Kami City, its neighboring Konan
City, and the village of Geisei to its immediate east
was home to 54 (40 Male, 14 Female) agricultural
apprenticeship trainees working hard every day.

Following on from the visit to agricultural apprentices
and their host farming institutes in the city of Susaki
two years ago, this time | visited 5 trainees and 2
farming houses to report on their studies. In this
visit, | was accompanied by the supervisor of the
east side trainee office from the Kochi Tobu
Agricultural Development Cooperative, Ms. Mayumi
Toshioka.

The first farming house | visited was that of Mr. Seisuke
Okabayashi where 2 agricultural trainees Johnny Awisan
(Male, from Bakun) and Brando Bangsau (Male, from Bokod)
are working in the plastic greenhouse learning all aspects of
the cultivation of leek. After asking, | learned that leek is not
grown much in Benguet, and even if it is cultivated, it is no
where near as much as Japan. In addition, it is not often
eaten in Benguet, it is more often used as a spice and in
medicine.

The next visit was to Kyouji Takano, who is also a leek
farmer. Leek cultivation is flourishing in Konan and Kami,
with 23 out of 26 host farmers in the eastern district
specializing in leek. Here, there are 3 people training, Almira
Beniasan (Female, from Bokod), Gretchen Cuanso (Female,
from Bakun) and Emile Sad-Ang (Male, from Bakun). As
agricultural work can be qguite demanding of strength, |
assumed that men would be more suitable to the role, but |
was surprised when Mr. Takano revealed that 9 out of the
11 trainees he had accepted had been female. He also
noted that he would like to continue to accept females in
the future.

The two farming residences both indicated that there is
an intention to increase the apprentices take on from
Benguet. | believe this is because the apprentices are
diligent and hard working. For the apprentices, they may not
be able to immediately apply the skills they learn here back
home, but they can use what they have learned and skills
acquired in the cultivation of cabbage and tomato and other
vegetables.

During their three years of training, they have learned
about the farm, but also about the harvest and its
distribution to agricultural co-ops, central wholesale market
in Osaka, and have even been on trips to observe this (leek
cultivated in Konan City is mostly shipped to Osaka and
Nagoya). Additionally, farmers hosting apprentices in the
Eastern District gather for cherry blossom viewing in the
spring, Christmas parties in winter to forget the daily work
for a short amount of time and enjoy exchange with each
other.
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Leek field inside the plastic greenhouse

| am sure that there are many difficulties living in a
country where the language, culture and scenery is different
but | was relieved to hear that they go shopping with other
trainees, play sports and know how to take a breather in
their own ways. | hope that they continue to help each other
and encourage each other on so that they can get the most
out of their time as agricultural trainees in Japan.
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Emile skillfully measures the leek bundle
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Speaking with guidance counselor

Mr. Ishikawa

Mr. Kiyohiko Ishikawa has been the
guidance counselor at the Kochi Tobu
Agricultural Development Cooperative
for the agricultural trainees (he is also
a member of the Kochi-Benguet
Sisterhood Development Group) so |
asked him about his work and what he
hopes for of the trainees. (Interviewer:
Kochi International Assaociation
Manager Mr. Susumu Yoshida)

Q. Why did you become a guidance

counselor?

| have a bit of knowledge regarding
Benguet province, and have been a
guidance counselor before for the
College for Practical Training in
Agriculture when | worked for the
prefecture, so | was asked if | would do it when Ms.
Toshioka from the cooperative staff could no longer handle
it alone as the number of apprentices increased.

Q. Please give me a description of your work as guidance
counselor.

One of the main aspects is visiting the apprentices. One
thing | check is their living environment because the quality
of life directly affects their attitude towards their training. |
check that they are properly cleaning and doing the
washing, whether they put out the rubbish correctly and
what they are eating by looking in their fridges and pots.

| often speak with them, and can often gain insight into
what they are thinking through the direction of the
conversation. You can often find out if they are getting
caught up in trouble, or are mentally having a difficult time.

Q. How do you see the apprentices in your eyes?

Each and every apprentice is cute like one of my own
children so it feels the same as a family. So to those who
don't listen, | am strict and tell them they should return to
Benguet.

Q. How do you think the apprentices see you?

| think the majority of apprentices wait for me to come by.
Those sleeping get up out of bed. When | found water
dripping from one of faucets at one of the residences, the
apprentice had hesitated to say anything about it but | got
it repaired immediately.

Q. Is this job rewarding?

The most rewarding part is how | can see the results of
their training in Kochi. For example, when an apprentice
buys a field with the money they made in Japan and can
now support their family, or the skills they acquired here are
used to raise flowers in a plastic greenhouse.

Q. Are there any extremely difficult aspects or hardships
with this job?
Explaining subtleties in English or talking about illnesses
that are specifically related to women.

Q. Do you have a message for the youth of Benguet
province who are thinking of coming to Kochi?
| hope that you can keep coming to Kochi, and use that
training to become the cornerstone for development of the
province when you return.
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