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This Year Marks the 40th
Anniversary!
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Enjoying the Yosakoi Dance together (1975) Founding Chairman Yoshimura presents a donation of school supplies from Kishimoto Elementary School (2000)
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Dinner hosted by the 30th Anniversary Delegation (2005)
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Retrospective: 40 Years of Sisterhood
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After the seals are affixed, the Key of Friendship is exchanged.
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Founding Chairman Yuji Yoshimura gives a speech

In celebration of the 40t anniversary, we
take a look back at pictures of some important
moments in our sister-state relationship.
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Signing of the Sisterhood
Agreement (July 28, 1975)

The signing of the agreement took place in
grand style at the State Capital of Benguet.
About 370 people from Kochi Prefecture
took part, including then-Governor Masumi
Mizobuchi and members of the 5t Ship for
Youth Program. Governor Ben Palispis of
Benguet, various Benguet government officials,
mayors, and over 200 residents of La Trinidad
City were present.
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The 3rd Wing for Youth

L
h I Program Official Visit
(May 22-28, 1982)

| A group from the Kochi Prefecture “Wing

4 for Youth Program” (Chairman: Governor
Tsutomu Nakauchi) visited the Philippines,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. In Benguet, they
participated in “day in the life” activities
and sports exchange.

Establishment of the
Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood

Development Group
(February 10, 1995)

The prefectural citizens’ organization Kochi-
Benguet Sisterhood Development Group
was established. This group would become a
driving force in broadening exchange efforts.
(Chairman: Yuji Yoshimura)
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The two governors shake hands at the sealing ceremony.
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I 20t Anniversary Official Visit

(June 9-21, 1995)

In the first anniversary visit since the
establishment of the exchange, the Kochi-
Benguet Sisterhood Development Group was
joined by then-Governor Daijiro Hashimoto and
his wife, members of the Prefectural Assembly,
and other prefectural noteworthies. A total of
56 people participated in the official visit in
celebration of 20 years of friendship.
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(200541 18218~26H) A group of 18 people (led by Hirofumi Yoshikawa)
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(November 21-26, 2005)

made the 30t Anniversary visit during the

(& MNHFETZRDN  Benguet Day celebrations, in honor of Benguet’s
v k-TF—=(11B238)IC#  officially becoming a Province of the Philippines.

. ERIRES0EER 2SR (= The group participated in a memorial ceremony,
EE)EE 18A)ERE, —1T the unveiling of a monument to the friendship, a
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hosted by the provincial government. After this,

B BREEOELL T 32(C they renewed and deepened the friendship

537%5((#0351‘-’%0)529:17)!3%%?& S, ZDRINRDFERITTEN  through visits around the province and through
A monument in the shape of a miniature HiiiHES - BERTEEZLDRR meetings with alumni of the overseas technical
Harimaya Bashi is unveiled. 5 E T F B EEDHFE U, and agriculture trainee programs.
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Board Meetings are held in order to discuss
projects commemorating the 40th Kochi
Benguet Sisterhood Anniversary

At the board meetings of our group, we had as many as five discussions
between last May and February of this year about possible projects
to celebrate the 40th Sisterhood Anniversary in 2015. The following
agenda items were discussed.

ePostponement of the Kochi Delegation visit to Benguet until November
2015

eThe International Affairs Division of Kochi Pref. and the corresponding
department in Benguet Province will communicate with each other to
work out the details of the proposed anniversary celebration events
listed below.

A) Renewal of the commitment to the
sisterhood program

B) Cultural exchange program

C) Adoption of a Benguet — Kochi Sisterhood
Park (3%)

D) Planting of the Sakura trees (3%)

E) Sports activities

F) Testimonies by former Kochi agricultural/
technology trainees

%) We are considering holding the ceremonies for
programs C and D at a separate time from the 40th
anniversary commemorative visit, in light of the
circumstances of locations to plant, growth of the

%EE%%}S%C(&?UB@}%@I:Z—j‘Jt LE Ul R, R A v seedlings, permission for planting and other factors.
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The details are scheduled to be reported at

F UL . IAKRBEEFEDHRRICBV TR Sendaiya, a kind OfJapanese Cherry the genera| meeting in late March. We would
SLRBOBKOTBREVELELIEEF  tree, will be blossoming for the first  appreciate any opinions from members present
EULTHDERT, time in Benguet someday soon. at the meeting.
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Welcome dinner party for Governor Fongwan at Sansuien Hotel

Governor of Benguet Visits Kochi—First Time in Three Years

From March 20-24, 2014, Governor Nestor Fongwan
visited Kochi for the first time in three years. This
would be his final visit to Kochi as governor. He was
accompanied by his wife Priscilla and their third
daughter, Maria Teresa, who were visiting Kochi for the
first time.

During their five-day stay, the governor and his family
visited current trainees from Benguet who are studying
agriculture in Susaki and Kami. The visitors took the
opportunity to give the trainees some encouragement
and to express their appreciation to the trainees’
host families. They also participated in a discussion
with representatives from the two cooperatives that
handle trainee affairs, and exchanged ideas about the
establishment of similar ones in Benguet.

The visitors also paid a visit to Makino Botanical
Garden, home to the source tree for the Memorial
Tree Planting, which is the projected centerpiece of
the 2015 Sisterhood Commemoration Celebration.
Unfortunately, due to the timing of the visit, they were
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unable to witness the blossoming of the tree, a sendaiya
mountain cherry. Despite this, we hope that they were
able to picture the beautiful Benguet mountainsides in
full bloom during cherry blossom season.

On the second day of his stay, Governor Fongwan
paid a courtesy call to Kochi Prefectural Governor
Ozaki. Among other things, they discussed their hopes
for an official visit from Kochi to Benguet in honor
of the 40th anniversary in 2015. That evening, a
welcome reception was put on in grand style at a Kochi
City hotel, sponsored by Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood
Development Group. Including Kochi Pref. Government
officials and members of the Development Group,
nineteen participants from Kochi had the opportunity
to deepen their friendship with Governor Fongwan.

After accomplishing their goals amidst a very full
schedule, the Governor and his family returned safely
to the Philippines, hoping to reunite once again with
the people of Kochi Prefecture in Benguet at the 40th
anniversary celebration.
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