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A commemorative photo around the newly-repainted bright At Benguet State University
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The Adivay Festival Parade Whole-roast pig was the main dish at the welcome reception
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Bl =g Dates
2015F11A21H(X)~118A26H(K) Saturday, November 21, to Thursday, November 26
5;86H (five nights, six days)
SHRAEA SR Visiting group members
294 29 people
(GHREREE4AREZSD) (including 4 members of the Kochi Prefectural Assembly)
Bl Locations visited
YIS\ FAH. S M ZSFYRT. 7 by IH] Manila, Baguio, La Trinidad, Atok
FILEBAE Major Events
11A218(L) SHEBRRAENSTIHZ AR (=7 3E Nov. 21 (Sat.) Flight from Kochi to Manila via Haneda
R TYZIhENXFAHE) Manila to Baguio by land
11A228(8H) NEAHRICHIBARNE R E R EREEARE Nov. 22 (Sun.) Visit to a monument for Japanese war dead in Baguio
MTEIC TR B RN B RICHE Welcoming ceremony & dinner at the provincial government building
TTANL - TTAT(INIVRZF Adivay Festival viewing
EVRASZ B N=2Hl Visit to Benguet State University
11A238(R) Z-N)Z&yRTRICHE AR NESE R EREE heiz=itlen) Visit to a monument for Japanese war dead in La Trinidad
WX R AR LREIC VTGS (BREDH) Conference about the Sisterhood Park (relevant parties only)
MWTERICE R miERS Commemorative photo at provincial government building, market inspection
Thy VR THEADEFE S i ADRIEA Presentation & temporary planting of cherry tree seedlings in Atok
118248 (K) IFEREEREEOEHR Nov. 24 (Tue.) Social time with former agricultural trainees
B2 AHMEE DRI RUBRH (—BOTBHENA) Social time with former technical trainees (prefectural govt. staff only)
EHYBE Reciprocal party
ERRICTY=SICHE) Return to Manila by land
11A25H (%) Y= IHRE (S MEDH) Nov. 25 (Wed.) | Tourism in Manila (some members)
T BAE ARG (— B2 EDH) Visit to Japanese Embassy (some members)
118268 (k) YZINOTIHE AR TS HERRAICEE Nov. 26 (Thurs.) | Retumn to Kochi from Manila via Haneda

$h28B(11822H) Day 2 (Nov. 22)
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Visit to Memorial for Japanese war dead & laying of flowers

Many Filipino and Japanese lives were lost in the Philippines during the
Second World War. We paid our respects and prayed for peace in the
world.
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Left: Chairman Yoshikawa, Center: Governor Fongwan, y‘HBUﬁ I{E@ﬁﬂiﬁ&&ﬁﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁ‘%
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Welcome ceremony & reception hosted by the provincial government
At the welcome ceremony and reception, local cuisine and traditional
dance performances by children gave the visitors a chance to relax
after the stress of traveling.




Special Feature on the 40th Anniversary Visit

The Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood 40th Anniversary visiting group

total 29 members [leader : Fumitaka Mitsuishi, Speaker of the Assembly]
paid a visit to Benguet.

Sf3HB(11HA23H) Day 3 (Nov. 23)
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Presentation of Seedling Inventory (Right: Vice Governor Dangwa)

Left: Representative Hidehiro Hamada
Center: Representative Takayuki Sakamoto
Right: Representative Toshio Hashimoto
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| for the Adivay Festival, Benguet s
- largest festival. They were warmly
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The visitors marched in the parade

welcomed by the provincial citizens.
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Visit to the grave of a deceased
former agricultural trainee
After safely finishing his 3 years

of training in Kochi, one of the agricultural trainees returned to Benguet in
October, 2015. That same month, he became a victim of a landslide in Benguet
caused by a typhoon. May his soul rest in peace.

At the Provincial Agriculturist' s Office
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The Kochi prefectural government has accepted 63 technical trainees from the
Philippines, most of them from Benguet. Among the former trainees who have
acquired technical skills in Kochi are some who are now essential staff of the

Benguet provincial government.
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Presentation of Gifts (Left: President Ladina)
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Visit to Benguet State University

We had an idea-exchange session about university
and student exchange possibilities between the
two regions. It' s safe to hope that in the future,
exchange activities will take place among our
younger generations.
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Presentation & temporary planting of cherry tree seedlings

We presented (and temporarily planted) a gift of cherry tree seedlings
(75 P. jamasakura, 35 P. introrsa) to the provincial government to be
planted in the future Sisterhood Park.
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Social gathering with former
agricultural trainees

As of October 2015, 519 agricultural trainees from Benguet have been
welcomed to Kochi by the Kuroshio Agricultural Development Cooperative and
the Kochi Tobu Agricultural Development Cooperative. They have greatly
contributed to the agricultural development of both Kochi and Benguet.
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Reciprocal Party

Beginning with the Provincial Governor
and his wife, a total of one hundred people from Kochi and Benguet gathered to
deepen their friendships and enjoy the visitors’ final night in Benguet. In ten years
at the 50th Anniversary, perhaps we will gather under the cherry trees at the
Sisterhood Park for a hanami banquet:
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(AB) SFEERRAZAIHBSEA TEL 088-875-0022 FAX 088-875-4929
E-mail:info_kia@kochi-kia.or.jp URL:http://www.kochi-kia.or.jp/sister-city/benguet.ntml
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Mrs. Oh (left back) with former trai

Reflections on Participating in the
Benguet Visit Keiko Oh

This was my fourth time visiting Benguet, but my
first time as a participant in an official visiting
group.

Seventeen years ago, | became friends with
Delinia Juan, who was a trainee in-my workplace.
Since then, every time | have changed offices, each
new office has accepted trainees as well, so | now
have many friends from Benguet.

This time, the visiting schedule was very full of
many experiences that | might not have had on a
personal vacation. On the other hand, | wondered if
due to the full schedule, the visit might end without

nees getting to see my friends. However, on our final
evening in Benguet, everyone gathered at a hotel, and we were

able to talk about a lot of things. | was delighted to Ie?;n that the

about parts of their work that were not going well. e 4
I hope the relationship between Kochi and Benguet will continue
into the future.

Sendaiya Cherry Trees in the

Benguet Highlands Yuzo Tanoue

It was a happy coincidence that we had the opportunity to present
the Sendaiya (P. jamasakura) and winter cherry tree (P. introrsa)
seedlings to the Benguet government in the milestone 70th year
after the end of World War Il. All thanks for the success of this
venture go to Mr. Yukawa, who assisted in negotiations with the
Philippine government for import permissions among other things,
and to the staff of the Makino Botanical Gardens, who carried out
the plant protection procedures required by Japanese law.

At the temporary tree-planting at the site of the future friendship
park in Atok, former agricultural trainees who are now growing
vegetables and plants on the highland terraces came out to help
(see photo). The demand for Benguet highland vegetables
is on the rise in the Manila region. With the introduction of
a cold chain system utilizing refrigerated trucks, pre-cooling
chambers, and more, these vegetables’ added value—and
the farmers’ income—are increasing. The efforts of
Chairman Yoshikawa and Mr. Yukawa of the Development
Group are bearing fruit.

In ten years, at the 50th anniversary celebration, the
agricultural trainees’ dream of a hanami party in Benguet
will finally-become a reality. More than anything else, we
hope and pray that the flowers of friendship now blooming
in the Benguet highlands will be a comfort to the souls of
the many Japanese and Filipinos who lost their lives in
the long-ago war.

'}
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skills they had acquired in Kochi were of use to them at t‘ﬁ‘éir*jobs_‘k \
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