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Do you know what you can do at a 
library? Not only can you borrow 

books from them for free, but they can 
also be used for a variety of services. 
We visited OTEPIA Kochi Library, 
located in Kochi City, to get some 
information! Here in Kochi, we often 
call it “OTEPIA” for short.

Anyone can use OTEPIA. Let’s learn the basics so we all 
know how to use OTEPIA!

How to borrow books
You need a library card to borrow books. To receive a 

library card, you must first fill out the library card application 
form with your information such as your name and address. 
You also need to present some form of identification (My 
Number Card, passport, Residence Card, etc.) to the staff at 
the desk. Once you receive your library card, you can now 
use the self-service machine to check out books.

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a 
smartphone app. Those 
w h o  h a v e  t h e  a p p 
installed can check out 
books even if they have 
forgotten their library 
cards. Everyone with a 
library card can create an 
account for the app. The 
app is very useful, so we 
recommend downloading 
it!

Reading books at OTEPIA
You don’t need a library card to read 

the books. Simply take a book you would 
like to read, and when you are done reading 
place it in the location that is labled for 
book returns.

Searching for books
You can use the library computer, 

OTEPIA homepage, or the app to search 
for books. You search for books by 
entering keywords. If the book is at another 
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How to Use OTEPIA
Kochi Prefecture CIR   Bui Khanh Linh
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【Ａ−１】 Here you can create a library card.
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【Ａ−２】 Give the self-service 
machine a try!
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【Ａ−３】 There are all sorts of books!
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がありますよ！



library or is currently being 
b o r r o w e d  b y  s o m e o n e 
else you can reserve it in 
advance.

When returning books
You can borrow books 

for two weeks.  You can 
return books by placing 
them in the drop box. This 
can be done even if OTEPIA 
is closed. If no one has the 
book reserved after you, you 
can check the book out for 
another two weeks once.

If you have any questions, please ask the OTEPIA staff!
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Have you ever been to OTEPIA? Did you know that 
you can do things other than borrowing books? OTEPIA 
offe rs  a  p le thora  of 
services that everyone 
can use. Now I would 
like to showcase a few 
of these.

W h a t  y o u  c a n 
borrow from OTEPIA 
isn’t just limited to books 
and magazines. They 
also have videos, DVDs, 
CDs, and even cassette 
tapes. All of these can 
be borrowed at no cost 
to you. Furthermore, for 
those without DVD or 
cassette players in their 
home, you can play them 
at OTEPIA. They even 
have comfortable sofas 
for you to relax on! 

There are also group 
and individual rooms. 
The group rooms can 
be used at any time. In 
these rooms, you can 
talk with your friends 
abou t  your  f avor i t e 
books. The individual 
rooms are locked, therefore we recommend that you 
reserve a room if you wish to use one.

Now everyone, have you 
ever found yourself needing 
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OTEPIA is more than just books!
Kochi Prefecture CIR   Wang Qinyu

オーテピアは本
ほん

を借
か

りるだけじゃないです
高
こう

知
ち

県
けん

国
こく

際
さい

交
こう

流
りゅう

員
いん

　王
おう

　沁
しん

雨
う

【Ｂ−２】 Audiovisual Booth
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【Ｂ−１】 She found an eggplant related video, 
what she is researching for!
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【Ｂ−３】 You can watch videos and 
listen to music.
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【Ｂ−４】 Private Study Rooms
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【Ａ−５】 There is a book drop box near the 
entrance to OTEPIA.
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Let’s borrow books from OTEPIA outside of Kochi City!
To everyone living outside Kochi City! Have you ever 

wanted to borrow a book, but your local library doesn’t have 
it in stock?

OTEPIA runs a service where they can lend books to a 
library in your town or city. To those who are upset at not 
having their desired book at their local library, get in touch 
with them, and have it sent from OTEPIA! 

If there’s a book not yet available, ask the staff at 
OTEPIA!

While OTEPIA is the largest library in Kochi Prefecture, 
there’s a possibility they might not have that certain book that 
you’re looking for. If that’s the case, you can ask the staff at 
OTEPIA.

At  OTEPIA,  you  can  a l so  reques t 
to borrow books from libraries in other 
prefectures. To do this, you will need to fill out 
a request form. Ask the staff at OTEPIA for 
more information.

With a request form, you can have OTEPIA 
buy books that aren’t in stock.

Requesting Books
One person can request up to five books at 

a time, up to a total of ten books. OTEPIA will 
let you know when your requested books arrive 
at the library, please come and collect your 
books within 10 days of being notified.

a free, quiet place to 
s t u d y ?  A t  O T E P I A , 
there are study rooms. 
They are both free and 
quiet. A perfect place 
to concentrate! There 
is also the “rest corner” 
next to the study rooms. 
It is a great place to relax 
and get a great view of 
Kochi City when you’re 
tired after a long study 
session.

Finally, the fourth 
floor’s research room, 
group room, and hall can 
be rented out. We CIRs 
often use these rooms for 
cultural events.

E v e r y o n e ,  I 
encourage you to use the 
services that OTEPIA 
provides!
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つか

ってみてください。

Kochi Prefectural Library Network
Kochi Prefecture CIR   Lee Rang
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【Ｃ−１】 OTEPIA is located on 
Otesuji Street.
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【Ｂ−６】 You can bring and use your own 
computer in the study room
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○OTEPIA Kochi Library
2-1-1 Otesuji, Kochi City, 780-0842
TEL: 088-823-4946  FAX: 088-823-9352
Opening Hours:
・Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 - 20:00
・Saturdays: 9:00 - 18:00 (until 20:00 during July and August)
・Sundays or public holidays: 9:00 - 18:00
Closed:
・Mondays (except for public holidays)
・3rd Friday of every month (except August and public holidays)
・Four days in August including Mountain Day on August 11 (for inventory 

organization)
・December 29 to January 4

Dear readers, how do you study Japanese?
Have you found a way to study Japanese that works for you 

yet? Why not try learning from other people’s experiences? I 
interviewed a range of people to see what kind of methods they 
use to study Japanese.

<Beginner to Intermediate 
level>

•   “ I  w a t c h  Yo u Tu b e 
v i d e o s  o r  l i s t e n  t o 
podcasts in Japanese 
o n  m y  p h o n e . ”  ( K , 
Paraguay)

•   “I study Japanese using 
the “Duolingo” app.” 
(M, Philippines)

•   “I listen to music on 
YouTube while reading 
the lyrics, and look up 
kanji and words that I 
don’t know. Also, I play 
videogames in Japanese.” (J, UK)

<Intermediate to Advanced level>
•   “I read travel books and speak as much as I 

can with Japanese tourists.” (M, Argentina)
•   “I watch Japanese dramas online or on 

TV. I also change my phone language into 
Japanese.” (L, Vietnam)

•   “I read books for free on a website called 
“Aozora Bunko”.” (J, America)

•   “While listening to NHK News on the 
radio, I shadow them and write down a 
transcript of what is being said.” (O, China)

•   “I interpret Japanese news articles into 
Korean as I read them.” (I, Korea)

As you can see, there are a lot of different 
ways to study.

Please give them a try!

皆
みな

さんは、どうやって日
に

本
ほん

語
ご

を勉
べん

強
きょう

していますか。
自
じ

分
ぶん

に合
あ

う日
に

本
ほん

語
ご

の勉
べん

強
きょう

方
ほう

法
ほう

を見
み

つけましたか？ほかの人
ひと

の勉
べん

強
きょう

方
ほう

法
ほう

を参
さん

考
こう

にしてみませんか。色
いろ

々
いろ

な人
ひと

に勉
べん

強
きょう

方
ほう

法
ほう

をインタビュー
してみました。

＜初
しょ

級
きゅう

・中
ちゅう

級
きゅう

レベル＞

・  YouTube やスマートフォンで「ポッ
ドキャスト（Podcast）」を日

に

本
ほん

語
ご

で
聞
き

きます。（Kさん・パラグアイ出
しゅっ

身
しん

）
・  「Duolingo」アプリで日

に

本
ほん

語
ご

を勉
べん

強
きょう

します。（Mさん・フィリピン出
しゅっ

身
しん

）
・  YouTube で歌

か

詞
し

付
つ

きの音
おん

楽
がく

を聞
き

きな
がら、分

わ

からない漢
かん

字
じ

や単
たん

語
ご

を調
しら

べ
ます。また、ゲームを日

に

本
ほん

語
ご

に変
か

え
ています。（Jさん・イギリス出

しゅっ

身
しん

）

＜中
ちゅう

級
きゅう

・上
じょう

級
きゅう

レベル＞

・  旅
りょ

行
こう

関
かん

係
けい

の本
ほん

を読
よ

んで、日
に

本
ほん

人
じん

の観
かん

光
こう

客
きゃく

とたくさん話
はな

しをします。（M さ
ん・アルゼンチン出

しゅっ

身
しん

）
・  インターネットやテレビで日

に

本
ほん

のドラマを
見
み

ます。スマートフォンの言
げん

語
ご

を日
に

本
ほん

語
ご

に
します。（Lさん・ベトナム出

しゅっ

身
しん

）
・  「青

あお

空
ぞら

文
ぶん

庫
こ

」（無
む

料
りょう

）で日
に

本
ほん

語
ご

で本
ほん

を読
よ

みま
す。（Jさん・アメリカ出

しゅっ

身
しん

）
・  ラジオで「NHK ニュース」を聞

き

きながら、
シャドーイングや書

か

き起
お

こしをします。（O
さん・中

ちゅう

国
ごく

出
しゅっ

身
しん

）
・  日

に

本
ほん

語
ご

の記
き

事
じ

を見
み

ながら、韓
かん

国
こく

語
ご

に通
つう

訳
やく

し
ます。（Iさん・韓

かん

国
こく

出
しゅっ

身
しん

）

いろいろな勉
べん

強
きょう

方
ほう

法
ほう

があります。参
さん

考
こう

にしてください。

Living in Kochi Q&A: “How do you study Japanese?”
 Kochi Prefecture CIR   Bui Khanh Linh

高
こう

知
ち

の生
せい

活
かつ

Ｑ＆Ａ「にほんご、どうやって　勉
べん

強
きょう

していますか？」
� 高

こう
知
ち
県
けん
国
こく
際
さい
交
こう
流
りゅう
員
いん
　ブイ カイン リン

【Ｄ−２】 You can use NHK 
Radio News as a 
learning tool.

ラジオNHKニュー
スも教

きょう

材
ざい

になります

【Ｄ−１】 I interviewed Kochi Prefecture 
trainees on how they studied 
Japanese!

日
に

本
ほん

語
ご

勉
べん

強
きょう

方
ほう

法
ほう

について高
こう

知
ち

県
けん

研
けん

修
しゅう

員
いん

のみなさんにインタビューしまし
た！

【Ｄ−３】 There are also lots of books for 
studying Japanese at OTEPIA!

オーテピアにも日
に

本
ほん

語
ご

を勉
べん

強
きょう

するた
めの本

ほん

がたくさんありますよ！


