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Greetlngs from the Chalrman

Kochl-Benguet Slsterhood Development Group Chalrman H1rofum1 Yoshlkawa o

2024 has offlcrally commenced ushermg ina new year of frrendly exchange Per your knowledge the ;
reglons of Kochi Prefecture and Benguet Provmce share a Iong running sister- relatlonshrp Although both L -
.domestic and mternatronal actrvmes have been Irmrted due to the COVID:- 19 pandemlc for the first trme R e
four years we will be V|srt|ng Benguet Provmce in the Repubhc of the Phrllpplnes from January 28 to
February 2 On this occasion, if crrcumstances permit, | humbly request an audlence with His Excelf’ency o
Kazuhlko Koshlkawa former Vice-President of JICA and current Ambassador Extraordlnary and
Plempotentlary of: Japan in the Ph|||pp|nes while he is stlll servmg at his post o . o Uom

.A The foIIowrng year of 2025 will mark the 50th anmversary of the establrshment of srster relatlons Lk
between Kochr Prefecture and Benguet Provmce with which | was concerned Th|s relat|onshrp between a
provrnce of the Phlhpplnes and a prefecture of Japan is without precedent I antlcrpate this occasion tobe

a remarkable and transformatrve event for Koch| Prefecture Benguet Provrnce and the Embassy of L
Japan in the Philippines. s : ' :

; < Ong final note, allow me to express my humblest W|shes for the furthermg of cordlal relatrons between,
Benguet Provlnce and Kochr Prefecture :
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Translated by Jacob Roder Kochl Prefecture CIR, o
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P Greetings from the Chairman
SHIE- NSy NNHERISTREERSS 28 Tl & Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood Development Group: :
Chairman Hirofumi Yoshikawa P

 SFRTOILDAH B DIHE MY FOUR MONTHS OF TRAINING IN KOCHI

ISR I—=IVF4—F F5F Malado Margintina Kidao
(2023FEEFMEHIZRIFES THED B BT ( The 2023 Kochi Prefectural Government Trainee)
specializing in Agriculture
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MY FOUR MONTHS OF TRAINING IN KOCHI

Malado Margintina Kidao, the 2023 Kochi Prefectural Government Trainee:
(specializing in Agriculture at Kochi Agricultural Research Center)
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My four months of training was truly worth it. | learned and experienced a lot,
especially in the field of biotechnology. Indeed, agriculture is very important to
never stop developing crops to provide safe and sufficient food for the people.
We need to improve and develop high yielding varieties that are resistant to
pests and diseases.

Hence, after this training, | would be more efficient and effective in managing
the tissue culture laboratory applying the knowledge I' ve learned to provide an
adequate source of quality and disease- free planting materials for our Benguet
farmers.

Moreover, | was also able to enjoy my life here in Kochi. | immersed myself with Japanese
culture through participating in festivals, making friends with the local people, enjoying delicious
foods and drinks like ramen, udon okonomiyaki and green tea. | had also visited wonderful places
that made my stay more adventurous and fun.

During my training, | was so impressed to see for myself how disciplined,
hardworking, respectful, organized and punctual the Japanese people are.

Lastly, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Kochi
Prefectural Government, To the General Director, to the Kochi International
Association, especially my coordinator, Nakahara San, To Kochi Prefectural
Agriculture Technology Research Center that serves as my training ground,
the Horticulture Department Head, Mr. Hosokawa and to my supervisor and
mentor, Ms. Hosomi, Thank you for your support and guidance. | hope that
the sisterhood between Kochi and Benguet will become stronger to sustain
this kind of training.

| am thankful not just for the training but for the lessons learned and
personal growth | have experienced. This journey has shaped me into a
stronger, more confident and independent person. | am grateful beyond
words.

Thank You once again and | wish all your success in your future
endeavors.
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