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Kochi - Benguet Sisterhood Development Group

: Chairman Hirofumi Yoshikawa -

The outbreak of the Covid-19 began in 2019, and in January 2019 Governor
of Benguet and six other members of State Legislators were scheduled to visit
Kochi Prefecture, however due to the outbreak of the Covid-19, the visit was
cancelled.

Kochi Prefecture dispatched three staff members to Benguet from January
16 to 20 this year. In addition to discussing the future direction of the Local
Government Officials Training Program, they also discussed how to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of sisterhood in three years' time. Let us also think about
the 50th anniversary of our sister exchange from now on.

( The 2022 Kochi Government trainee specializing in )
technology of animal husbandry
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JAPAN’S LIFE AND TRAINING

Kitayan Rex Maliones
(The 2022 Goverment trainee specializing in technology of animal husband)

Japan is known for its growing technologies and for being one of the most
disciplined, cleanest, systematized and friendly country in the world. Fortunately, |
was able to see it myself and experience living in Japan and learn some of their
technologies particularly in livestock farming through this Local Government Officials
Training Program. Thanks to the strong and close sisterhood between Kochi and Benguet Province.

During my early stay here in Kochi, | was amazed how clean and refreshing it is, with proper garbage segregation and no litter on
the ground. Japanese people are very disciplined, respectful, peaceful, and welcoming. The country has a lot to see and offer.

Training here in Japan is once in a lifetime experience and it's very satisfying to me because I've learned new knowledge, skills
and new technologies that are applicable in my home country. Specifically, artificial insemination (A.l) techniques and technology,
pregnancy diagnosis, semen collection in cattle and also A.l and semen collection in chicken. With all these new learnings | acquired
in Kochi, I'm very much willing and excited to share it to our constituents and to use it purposely for the improvement and
development of our Provincial Technology Demonstration Farm or Breeding Station in my hometown, Benguet Province.

Upon returning home to my office, | am planning to have a meeting with our Governor (Gov. Melchor D. Diclas, M.D.) together with
my immediate supervisor and head of our office to plan for a project proposal for the construction of a bull semen processing
laboratory equipped with needed equipment's, tools and paraphernalia for bull semen collection and processing. Since Benguet
Province has no such bull semen processing laboratory, it would be a big boost to Benguet Province in the improvement of livestock
industry toward food sufficiency and safety.

Lastly, | would like to express my utmost gratitude to everyone who one way or another contributed to the success of my training.
Primarily, to Kochi Prefectural Government that continually gives trainings to Benguet Local Government Officials or Employees thru the
Benguet-Kochi Sisterhood Program. Likewise, to Kochi International Association and Kochi Prefectural Livestock Experimental Station
and International Affairs Division Department of Culture, Community, and Sports that processed all my
documents and provided instructions and support during my training. Moreover, to Kochi Prefectural e
Livestock Experiment Station that serve as the venue for most of my trainings. To the director, Mr. Hidaka
and technical director, Dr. Matsuzaki for arranging my training schedules and also for giving me a chance
to train at the pig farm, poultry farm, and bull section although it's not part of my training schedules. My
heartfelt thanks to the great and knowledgeable mentors, Dr. Chikamori, Dr. Ikenoue, Dr. Aoki, Dr. Rio,
and Dr. Ono. The language barrier has been the challenge during my training, but the training was still
very successful. Special thanks to everyone that I've met here and make my life in Kochi memorable and
exciting. Thank you for inviting me to go out during my day off period to explore Kochi and enjoy
Japanese foods and hospitality. | will forever cherish all the memories we shared together and learnings
gained here in Kochi.
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