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Greetings from the Chairman

Kochi-Benguet Sisterhood Development Group: Chairman Hirofumi Yoshikawa

Happy New Year! 2025 marks the 50th anniversary of the sisterhood exchange agreement between Kochi
Prefecture and Benguet, Philippines.

In March 1967, | was dispatched to Benguet Province as a Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer. Two
months later, | discovered shiitake mushrooms growing on Mount Data.

In July 1974, | was involved in planning the 4th Kochi Ship for Youth, where | had the privilege of guiding 450
passengers around Benguet. This visit marked the beginning of discussions about a potential sisterhood exchange
between Kochi and Benguet. The following year, the 5th Kochi Ship for Youth returned to Benguet, and our two
regions officially signed the sisterhood agreement.

Since then, thanks to the efforts of all involved, Kochi and Benguet have enjoyed a deep and lasting friendship,
and today, we celebrate our 50th anniversary.

To mark this special occasion, we plan to arrange mutual delegations between Kochi and Benguet. | am hopeful
that this initiative will further strengthen and propel the friendship between our two regions for many years to come.
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Five Months in Kochi Prefecture

Tangec Junofre Saturnio, the 2024 Kochi Prefectural Government Trainee:
(Specializing in Agriculture at Kochi Agricultural Research Center)

Kochi Prefecture is full of natural beauty,
and its people are bursting with positive
energy. Despite its rural location, | felt like it
had all the comforts of modern life. No matter
where | was, | could find a convenience store,
restaurant, or supermarket nearby. The public
transport was also handy, and made getting
around Kochi very easy.

What particularly left an impression on me was the freshness of locally processed foods
and produce, as well as the high standard of food quality overall. Products were delicious,
impeccably packaged and easy to store, so | never had to worry about food. Whenever | took
a bite of local Kochi cuisine, | could taste the efforts of all the farmers that helped produce it.

The people of Kochi have been incredibly kind to me and showed me boundless
hospitality; this made my time in Kochi really special. I' m truly thankful that | was able to get
to know the locals, and their culture, on a deeper level.

During my stay, | had plenty of opportunities to learn about the agricultural technology of
Kochi. In particular, my studies at the Kochi Agricultural
Technology Research Center provided invaluable knowledge of
greenhouse cultivation and pest management. | am delighted to
have the opportunity to share what | have learned with the farmers
of Buguias in Benguet.

| want to extend my warmest thanks to the Benguet-Kochi
Sisterhood Development Group and the Kochi International
Association for giving me this fantastic opportunity.

The experience and expertise | gained throughout my five
months in Kochi has become an invaluable asset to me. Moving
forward, | wish to utilize this knowledge to promote the
development of the Philippines and other nations. | will never
forget my time in Kochi, and | will use what I’ ve learned to
continue my own personal growth. To everyone involved, thank
you so much and | wish you all the very best!
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