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Educational Research Institute
Kochi Prefecture CIR Bui Khan Linh (Vietnam)

For this article, I had the opportunity oy
to interview staff from the Kochi City

Educational Research Institute. They
provide support for children who are
returning to Japan from abroad. Many of -
these children have had little exposure to
Japanese language or culture, so they face B
challenges when returning to Japan. The
Institute provides support with city-based
schools to help them live comfortable,
fulfilling lives.
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[ A — 1] Japanese Classes at the Kochi City
Educational Research Institute
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What kind of support is available? :

* The Institute provides consultations for caregivers
about Japanese language guidance during their child’s
enrolment or transfer to a new elementary or junior
high school.

e Japanese language guidance covers early language
acquisition at their school (including greetings and
writing hiragana and katakana).

* During Japanese Classes, students study Japanese at the
Educational Research Institute. Some students bring

\_ their homework from school with them.

o

Assistance is provided to children from numerous

countries and regions, many of which are elementary :
schoolers. :

Japanese Classes take place every Wednesday from 3 to :
6pm. Here, students can study Japanese or tackle homework :
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together.

Each child’s home life and cultural
background is unique, so their needs differ.
Support is tailored to help spark each child’s
interest in learning Japanese. Once a year,
there is also a social event for the children and
their families to get to know each other and
have fun.

Japanese language guidance places
emphasis on developing their imagination and
practical skills so that each child can think for

themselves. These skills give them the confidence to speak :
their mind, proactively engage and better focus on tasks :

during their studies.

Caregivers are also free to consult the Institute about their :
BSOS LARAUL

: Ekﬁﬁﬁ@uﬁmﬁb‘ﬂ:}f(é tblﬁé%?’CTo EZIKE.: nE

When language barriers arise, the Institute uses tools such as :

translation apps, interpreters, simple Japanese, photos, and :

gestures to communicate, helping parents feel understood and B YIAFr—mE ﬁﬁ 2T “E PTEZDT :‘i'u—( Tho

child’s academic ability, future, day-to-day life, or classmates.

reassured.

(OKaochi City Educational Research Institute
Address: Asuparu Kochi, 2 Chome-1-50 Sanbashidori, Kochi, 781-8010
Phone: 088-832-4498
*Support is available for Elementary and Junior High School students only.

*For assistance in your child’s early language acquisition (greetings, writing
hiragana and katakana), please talk to teachers at your school about the Kochi :

City Educational Research Institute.

An Introduction to Japanese Classes
and Salons in Kochi Prefecture
Kochi Prefecture CIR James Banbridge (UK)

Did you know there’s a Japanese class in your area?
It’s not just about studying the language. It’s also a

Coordinator, to learn more about Japanese classes in Kochi.

Q1. Could you tell me about the current situation :

regarding foreign residents in Kochi Prefecture?
As of June 2025, there are 6,996 foreign residents living

in Kochi Prefecture. In 2012, that number was 3,380, which :
means the foreign resident population has more than doubled. :

With Kochi facing the challenges of an aging population,

the presence of foreign residents has become increasingly

important.

Q2. How should foreign residents go
about studying Japanese?

First, I recommend making Japanese
friends — not only in the workplace, but
also through hobbies and local clubs.
Watching Japanese TV shows and online
videos is another great way to pick up new
vocabulary and expressions that will help
with comprehension. It is also important to
set aside time intentionally to practice and
use Japanese. Even a small amount of daily
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[B — 1] Left: James, Right: Ozaki
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interaction with the language can lead to
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steady progress.

Q3. Are there Japanese classes in
Kochi?

Yes, there are 15 free Japanese classes
available in Kochi. In addition, Kochi
Prefecture offers an e-learning course from
June 2 to December 1, 2025, so you can also
study online.

[ B — 2] Map of Japanese classes and salons
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Q4. What are Japanese classes like?

They are places where local foreign
residents and Japanese come together for a
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variety of activities. In addition to studying
Japanese, participants can also learn about
disaster preparedness and take part in
seasonal events.

Q5.Do you have any message for
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people studying Japanese?

Being able to speak Japanese really
opens up new possibilities for what you can
do in Japan. These days, there are many
different tools available to support your
language study. Most importantly, remember
to enjoy the process and learn at your own
pace!

[B — 3] Give eLearning a try!
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Living in Kochi Q&A: “Halal Food in 2025”
Kochi City CIR Fajar Fathu Rahman (Indonesia)
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Q What is Halal Food?

Have you heard of halal food? There are 1,250%

living in Kochi Prefecture, and 27 people responded.

*Source: Immigration Services Agency of Japan Statistics on

Foreign Residents (June 2025)

Questionnaire Results

answered that it was “somewhat difficult” or “very difficult” to

find halal food and ingredients. Very few respondents thought that A
they were “very easy” to find. 96% of the respondents said they : Rz RD(1 3 0)75‘ 5 b%ﬁ Loy
wished that “there was more information about halal food, and that

halal food would become easier to buy in Kochi Prefecture” (see 96 % GJALJ r:—:%ﬂh—f/\7 —)bﬁ.ﬁ:@l %E%i £ (‘:iﬁ’(ﬁ’ LT,
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Indonesians living in Kochi Prefecture. Over 80 percent of : A

Indonesians are Muslims, which means they follow the religion :
of Islam. According to the rules of Islam, food that Muslims are :
allowed to eat is called ‘halal’, and food that contains ingredients
that are forbidden to consume, such as alcohol and pork, is called
‘haram’. Muslims feel sad if they accidentally eat something :
that is haram, so they take great care to only eat halal foods. We :
sent out a questionnaire about halal food in Kochi to Indonesians :
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Looking at the results of the questionnaire, we learned that :
it’s very hard to find halal food in Kochi. 63% of respondents :
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Figures 1 and 2). Most people purchase halal food at restaurants
and stores that sell Asian food and Muslim food. Others cook it
themselves or buy it on the internet.
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51.9%
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[C — 1] Figure 1: "How easy is it to find halal food in Kochi?” (1 is “very
easy”; 2 is “somewhat easy”; 3 is “somewhat difficult”; 4 is “very
difficult”)
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Unfortunately, 66.7% of respondents answered that they have
accidentally eaten food that was not halal before (see Figure 3). As
for why they found it difficult to find/eat halal food, respondents
gave the following answers: it
is expensive; restaurants/stores
with halal food are far away and
hard to access; too few options
for halal meat and ingredients;
ingredient lists on food products
(kanji) are hard to read; they
are worried about whether food
labeled halal is really halal. Some
comments from respondents
included: “I wish halal food was
cheaper”; “I wish it was easier to
tell if food was halal or not”; “If
there was more awareness about
halal food here, Muslims would
be able to have greater peace of
mind and fully enjoy their lives
in Kochi Prefecture.”

feidih - DPEEL
25.9%

LILIA
7.4%

(131366.7%.

Conclusion

If restaurants and stores in Kochi start making halal food
available, not only will they attract more Muslim customers, but
also people with various cultural backgrounds and customs will
find it easier to live in Kochi Prefecture. I hope that halal products
become more commonly sold in Kochi so that Muslim people can
have peace of mind as they enjoy the delicious food this prefecture
has to offer.

Twenty years ago (in 2005), there were 320 Indonesians living
in Kochi. Today, that number has increased fourfold. I hope that
more people in Kochi learn about Muslim culture and customs so
that Kochi Prefecture can become a place where Muslim people
from various countries can live safely and happily.
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[C — 3] Figure 3: “Have you ever accidentally eaten food that wasn’t halal?”
(Yes: 66.7%; No: 7.4%; Maybe/I don’t know: 25.9%)
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[C — 2] Figure 2: “Do you think that there needs to be more information about
halal food in Kochi?” (“Yes, a lot more™: 96.3%; “Yes, a little more™:
3.7%)
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